Jerub-baal, 
OR THE 


Pleader impleaded. 


An Anſwer to Mr. Croftons ( lately publi. 
ſhed)Plea for Communion with the Church 
under her preſent Corruptions, &C. 

Entituled 
Reformation not Separation. 
By way of humble Remonſirance thereunto- 


SHEWING, 

That Noan-Communion with the Church of Eng- 
land iz ber Liturgy aha Commen-Prayer, 1 
thoſe that (yet) joyn with her in the ſubſtan- 
tial Ordinances and inſtituted Worſhip of 
Chriſt, is no Schiſme, and that Such are un- 
juſtly called Separatiſts. 

In a Letter Written by T, P. for the private ſatisfa&tion of a 

Friend, and by him publiihed for Common benefir, 


In cujus perniciem aliquando corvemmus ? hoc ſumus congre= 

* Lati quod et diſperſi, hoc umwverſi quod et ſfingult, nemt- 
nem ledentes, neminem contriftantes, Tertul, Apolog, 
adverſus Gent, 


Que 
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DEEDS 


ef Letter Written by T. P. 
for the ſatisfa&iion of a Friend, it 
caſe of Non-Communion with the 
Church of England in her Liturgy 


and Common-Prayer, 


SS # 


Homoured Sir > 

C biſms being a drſſol#tion and breach of Wmar, 
'ewill not be amiſſe, if for the better under- 
Randing of the nature of the Schiſm in que- 


Rf:40 
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B22 tion, we make ſome enquiry into that Church- 


Union whereof it isa breach : Now, from the diſtin® 
notions and acceptions of the (hurch, the nature of 
Church-U1on will beft appear. | 

The Charch of Chriſt, ( eventhat which is CAthitas: 
( for the Triumphant comes not here to be conſidered ) 
15 uſually diftinguiſhed into 

I, Catholick. 
| 2, Particular, 
The (tholick, Church again, into 
I. Viſible. 
| 2. [noiffble, 

r. The Catholick, Viſible Church is the Univerſality 
of Perſons called by the word into External Fellowſhip 
with Chriſt, and Communion amoneſt themſelyes , pro- 
feſſrug the true Religion, the Faith, Do&rine; and Wor- 
thip of Chriſt throughout the world ; called Y5f6le in 
reſpect of Omtward Adminiſtration and Profeſſion. 

A 2 2, The 


RR 
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2. The Catholick-Invifible Church 1s the Colleftive Bo- 
dy of the truly Faithfull, the compleat Quorum of the 
Elef, Gods Choſen ones, called out of the whole World 
of Mankind, into an intimate F107 with Chriſt, and Com- 
1u#101 one With another, net only externally by the Word, 
but effeftnally and internally by Gods holy Spirit; called 
I:viſible, no' q14 Men, but $44 Ele, the Mar is ſeen, 
bur not the (hriſtiaz : The Lord ( only ) knoweth them 
that are his, 2 Tim, 2, * 9, The Church-Catholick, is un- 
der both thoſe conſiderations, called the 1yſtical Body 
of Chriſt,viz. x. By League & Outward Profeſſion under 
the former ; 2. By true Faith and real Poſfſe/ion under 
the later : Chriſt is a Common Head both to the one, and 
co the other, | | | 

2, A Particular Church 'is a Society or Socteties of 
Perſons called ro the participation of, and ſubje&ed to 
the O:dinances and inſtituted worſhip of Chriſt, under 
certain external Rules accommodated for Local Joynt= 
Commuzrtoz therein, in a particular place : Such are the 
Ezgliſh, French, Dutch Churches,and ſuch like, including 
Parochial Diſtributions and Congregations as the Church 
Catholick includes them, viz.as a totus [ntegrale,or Ynr- 
werſale,to as that nec totums rette de una predicetur nec una 
rotums (ib windicare poſſit, ſaith Janins, lib, de Eccleſia; 
though the Papiſts make a kind of 7onopoly of their 
Remiſh Church z obtruding. it for a Catholick, yea, 
the ozly Catholi:k Church in the World ; and thus by 
a curſed Sacriledge impropriate (as 1 may fay ). the 
Church of Chriſt, | 

This Difti:it Notion of the Church, ariſeth from the 
diverſified Nature of her Members(the Conflitutive Mat- 
ter thereof) who may be conlidered,either 1. -as Profeſſors 
of the Faith of Chriſt, in obedience to an External Call 

by the Word ; thoſe conſtitute the Church Catholick-Vie 
ſible: or 2. as Poſſeſſors of Chrilt by Farth (true Belie- 
vers) in Obedience to an [ternal Call by the Spirit ; 

thoſe 
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thoſe conſtitute the Church Catholick-Invifible 5 or 3. 2s 
Partalers of the ſame Ocdinances and inſtituted worthip 
of Chriſt, in a particular place, in Obedience to a Provi- 
deutial Call,and in anſwer to an Opportumty ſerving there- 
unto ; thoſe conſtitute a Particular Church, ſo that the 
ſame Perſons may be Members of the Church under that 
threefold confideration at once, 

Church-Umon then mult be threefold, or conſiderable 
under a threefold Notion, ; 

1. The Fiſt is the Vmon of the Members of the 
Church Catholick-Inwviſible, with Chriſt, and their Coms- 
210 amongſt themſelves, wherein they are, through 
the [habitation and [ndwell:ng of the ſam Holy Spirit in 
all, and by vertue of- a-tre Faith, joyntly incorporated 
into Chriſt, and corcorporated one with another ; as Fel- 
low-Members of the ſame SelefF Fraternity, the Son of 
God having aſſumed their Perſons into a cAyſtical, as 
well astheir Natareinto a Perſonal Union with himſelf. 

Now Sir, This Vn10z admits of no breach, Chriſt and 
his Eleft Members (the true Branches of that true Vine) 
are inſeperably conjoined ; their Perſons (as well as their 
Natare) are eternally matched and married to Chriſt ; 
the Myſtical non of the one, 1s 1#diſſoluble, as well as 
the Perſorall Union of the other with him. There ts no 
fear of a divorce here ; neither canthe Body be ſevered 
from the Head, nor any one Member from the Body : the 
Members may quarrel (an /ſraelite wich an Tſraelite) thus 
we read that Pas! and Barnabas did conteft and contend 
ſo fiercely, that their Paroxyſme of rife ended in Sepa- 
ration, AQ, 15. 39, Yea, they may joyn to their breach 
of Society,a breach of Charity in ſome degree;but neither 
is the one nor the other a diflolution of that Tnternal 
Union whereby the truly Fairhfall are coupled together, 
one with another, and all of them joyn:ly with their 
Common Head, Chrilt, The Vinculum Unionis, the Con- 
7ugal-Union-Knet (viz: true Faith, or the ſpirit of grace 


(4) 
inthe Faithfull) being altogether :2v1olable, The Holy 
GhoFt is the Fountain- R adical of Faich, ( as of all other 
Graces ) and therefore of this (ommmune, One 
Spirit quickening 8 influencing both Head and Members 
in the cAſyſtical, as one Soul conveys life andſenſe ro all 
the Members of the Natural Body, (and hence 'ris I con- 
ceive, thar Chriſt and Beleeyers are ſaid to be, not Ore 
Body onely, but Ove Spirit (viz: »# Efſe Myſtico) 1 Cor, 
6. 17. ) Now this ſame Spirit may ſuſpend his influen- 
ces, viz: Comfartable and Angmastative, not Vital (as in 
the dark and ſolitary dayes of foxle-deſertion) and Faith 
may in ſuch a caſe be much weakened and impaired, (viz: 
in its Graduals ) but True Faith being the Seed of God 
( x John 3+ 9. ) is, i» Efſe vitals,as to its Truth and Na- 
- tare(intrinſecally)permanent,an irreradicable principle, Per- 
ſeverance and rndeficiency being its Gennme property, as 
well as Chriſts purchaſe, Luke 22, 32. there 1s a kind 
-of Immortality 1n ig; So that, as there 1s a weakreſſe in the 
 Frongeft Faith, ſothere is truth in the weakeſt; now 
chis /«0n depends not upon the frexgth, but upon the 
truth of Faith; and not upon the Gradual Communicati- 
95, but. upon the Radical [nhahitation of the Spirit : Such 
a ſuſpenſion then, is unficly termed a ſeperation, (David 
loſt Comfort, but not the Comforter, Pal, 51. 112, 12.) or 
if we grant (with ſome) that it 1s (a breach s tartar, 
though not 1” totums) a breach iz, yet tis no interruption 
or breach of, Vuion, but rather a texsporary 1ntermiſſion 
of ( Comfortable) Communion, What though the Trees 
of Righteouſneſſe have their Autumn-ſeaſon, their fall of 
the leaf (the trees of the Vineyard, as well as thoſe of the 
Forreft ) ? There is ſtill an [deficient principle of life 
in them, by vertue of their inciſion and ingrafcure into 
their Common Root, Chriſt,the Tree of Life, This 1s both 
defenſive and offenſive Armour againſt our eArminian 
Adverfaries, who datingly aflert a Schiſmz and Seperation 
here, de peſſibilzs ; that 15, that tis poſſible for the truly 
Faithſul), 
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Faithfull, totally and finally te apoſtatize from Chri, and 
thas, of true Converts, to become very Caft-awayes; ſad 
dodtrine! Might we receive what they obtrude for Ortho- 
doxy, verily we might betake our ſelves ro our pen, and 
write our faith vain, all our prayers loſt, and our ſelves of 
all men moſt miſerable, If the foundation be deftroyed, what 
can the Rightecu do ?- But now here is the Beleevers 
Fort-Royal , namely his Inwolable Conjunttion with his 
Living Head , Chriſt ; this is an impregnable bottom of 
Saint-ſtability , ground of Chriſt:an-perſeverance, ' and 
evard againſt their toral-final Apoſtacy + Quaterus. uvie 
mur, munimar,. this Vaityis our Safety, By vertue of this- . 
( to ſpeaka big word) the State of grace is equally ſafe, 
(chough not equally comfortable) with the State of glory ; 
and the Spiritual State of the weake/f,equally ſafe(though 
not equally comfortable) with thar of the ſtrongeſt Belee- 
ver ; ſalvation being annexed toa Real Yon with Chriſt, 
which is grounded on the 7trath of Faith, . not to comfort- 
able Communion with him, which ordinarily attends the 
raiſed degrees,, and frevgth of Faith, Conclude we 
' then all the Members ( yea the very meaneſt ) of the 


Church 1»v1þ6ble to be (in this ſenſe) [nwincible ; dye they Obeunt ny 
muſt, periſh they fhall not, cannot, == one of them 1 pereunt, 


lf. ; | 
The ſecond is that Vaio and Communion wherein all the 

Members of the Church-Carholick-V/ifible, the Profeſſors 

of the true Religion,throughout the world, are by vertue 


of their (Common Profeſſion of One Lord, One Faith, One Eph: 4. 5. 


Baptiſme, Goſpel-doRrine, and worſhip,united amongſt 
themſelves, and joyntly concarporated with Chrilt, as 
One Entire Body Catholick. Now to apply rhis to our 
purpoſe : | 

1. The Von that is between Chriſt and the Catholick. 
Vifible-Church, confidered as a Collettive Body of Pro- 
feſlors, 1s allo un-interruptible , admits of no breach: 
She (in this ſenſe) can neither, by Univerſal Apoſtacy, ur 
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oF, nor by any Violence, be broken off from her Conmon 
Head , Chrilt, True, The Church hath her Afoon-like 
waxings and weanings, gradxal though not ſubſtantial 
Changes, SIONS Sun bath his Apogeums, and Perige- 
ums: The Watersof the Santluary, their Reciprocati- 
07.5, they (often) ebb as well as flow; The Churches 
Gly is frequently (what by Inteſtine Corruptions and 
Diviſions , what by forreigs Combinations againſt her, 
and Torrents of perſecution ) clouded and eclipſed, 
inſomuch that an /CHABOD might often ſeem, belt to 
become her whom (yet) her Lord hath dignified with 
chis title of honour, Chriſt- Myſtical, 

But the Lright of the Church (though often eclipſed). 
was never as yet extingmſhed ; being continually renewed 
by the Auxiliary influences of the great Sun of Righte= 
onſneſſe. The Truth hath in no age wanted either Patron 
or Preſelzte. The Viſible Church ſurely was very Cone 
ſun;ptive when the whole Body ſeemed to be contracted 
co one Member , abridged ina ſingle Elr7ah (that ſecond 
Terub-baal, a Chanspion-Zealot for the Truth) and yer 
even then were there no leſs than 75000 No#-Conformiſts 
in 1ſ-ael, 1 King 19. 10, 14. 18. God had got their 
Hearts, and now Baal (hall not ſo much as have a kzee, 
Refle& we upon the Primitive Churches Sanguine Come 


* Aug.in Pſa plexion under the Tyranny and ten Perſecutions of the 
us. * © Heatheniſh Heroes ,when the whole earth was * parpled 
Vid. Corn. and ſcarleted with artyr-blood: when the very name © 
Tacit, Lib. 5. of C hriſtian was a Crime, when he that profeſled himſelf a 
_ "7 Chriſtian dyed by a Sanguinary Law enated ro that pur- 
log. hat poſe, withour either ſelt-defence or conviction ; when 
nt, © thouſands were diſpatched being noms tantum et ſefte 


rer, guilty of a meer name (Chriſtian), When Drocleſian 
that Infernal Wolf , (having upon a Hell-deviſed Oracle 
or Prophecy, viz: That if the Chriſtians were bur once 
Cut off, the Rowan Empire would wonderfully flouriſh) 
cauſed no lefle than 17900 to be maſſacred in one 

moneth) 


22 
monerh ) did moſt wickedly boaſt DP: delete nontne Chri- 
ft1avo, That he had everlaltingly caſed our of memory; 
and utterly aboliſhed the very vame of a (hriſtian; ' yer 
could not the ſword of violence ever interſe& the 
line of Charch-Sacceſſion ; yea the more they were mow- 
ed down , the more they maltplyed; Plares efficimar, 
quoties metinzur, faith that (hriſtian-Mecaras, * Tere © Apologe 
tultan, Againe, who could have expe&ed any to have®***" — 
appeared for the patronage of the Truth, under the Tor: 
71d Zoxe.of Antithriſtian perſecution? and yet behold 
even then, hach Chriſt his two #itneſſes, Rev, 11, Two, 
though, bat two ; though the /eaſt number, yer 4 vansb:+; 
though a ſmall, yet a competent number 3 a Quoruns of 
Witneſles, by whoſe teſtimony the oppoſed Truth ſliould 
be prote&ed and eſtabliſhed ; ſo impoſſible a thing tt is 
that Chriſt ſhould ever be 'Auapre Gr, withont 4 Witneſſe, 
Call we to mind Modern Periecutors, That Exgliſh Lion- 
zefſe Q, M. with her #alf 1n1 Leopard, Brethren 11 1919ui- 
ty; Bloody Char's the fifth, and the Duke of eAlva, 
boia which red the'r ſouls r24 with blood , they-having 
deſtroyed,of Prete/anrs,the ons 50000 In the Low Coun- 
tries, the other 18000 in Belg: in fix years time ; the 
French Maſſacre Anno 1572, Even all the conflias be- 
tween the ſced of the Woman, and the ſeed of the Serpent, 
ſince the quarrel was firſt begun in Paradiſe, which hath 
been fiercely purſued well nigh fix thouſand years : All 
that time hath God -#terruptedly maintained a conti- 
nued Series and Succeſſion of Perſons, - ( notwithſtanding 
( aptivities and hoſtile Crnelties) Patriarks, Prophets, 
and all the O!d-Teffament-Profeflors ; Apoſtles, Fathers, 
Councels, Confeſfors, Martyrs, and all New-Teſtament- 
Saints ;in and by whom the true Religion, hath been pro- 
felled, preſerved, and (ſ#cceſtvely though not alwayes 
very ſucceſſefally) propagated, kept by ſome, guarded by 
o'Ners, and (through good providence ) tranſmitted, by 
all to 5, 'Tisimpoſſible chat Chrift ſhout] want a Seed Iſa, 53. 10, 
B (4 
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(a Church) or that Church, a G#ardra» and Defender of 
the Faith: For the Church to be Chri/t-leſſe,and for Chriſt 
to be Charch-!eſſe, are equall impoſſibilicies. The Church 
Milicanc is Chriſts Sublunary Kingdom, which admits of 
no [nterregna, or Vacancy : There is in her (though not 
an /rfallbility) = an Indeficiency.; SubjeRt ſhe is to Core 
r4ption within, but not to [»terraption; to Obſtruttion from 
withour, bur nor to deftruttion, . She is a houſe built npen 
a Rock, Mar. 16. 18, and this Reck is Chriſt, . (the 
Foundation, as well as Founder of his Church), therefore 
ſhe muſt needs be Impregnable and Invincible ; =The 
Gates of Hel ſhall not prevaile againſt her : A promiſe. 
ever made good to the Whole Body of the Catholick-Vi- 
fible, as it is to every Individual Member of the Catholick- 
Im0iſible-Church, 

2... That the Vn10s-which is between Chriſt and Par- 
ticular Viſible. Profeſſors and Churches, ( parts of the 
Church Catholick: Viſible) raay be broken and interrupted, . 
is a truth that hath been verified in many . ſad experien- 
ces ; foraſmuch as all are not /ſrae!, rhat are called 1ſra- 
el: Many Particular Churches and Councels (however our 
Neighbours in the Church of Rowe amonglt the reſt of 
their Rowiſh ftrauge-fire, aſcribe an Infalibility and n1- 
errivig Quality to them, yet) are known to have ſo far 
degenerated as to become inſtead of Churches of Chrift, 
Synagogues of Satan ; Witneſle the Churches of «Aſia 


(which (theugh once recorded for Golders Cardleſtichs,. 


Rev. 2. yet ) are at this day the Receptacles of Maho- 
metas Idolatry) Judea (that degenerate Vine) Reme(that 
eAdulterate See) &c, But this 1s not only Schiſms, but 
Apeſtacy, being a degeneracy from the true (atholick- 


_ Apeſtolick Faith, and a Separation from, or, not holding of 


the head, from which all the body by joynts and bards. havin 
nouriſhment miniſtred, and keut together, increaſeth with: 
the increaſe of God, (Col. 2.19.) which is inconſiſtent,not 


onely with the V#isy, but with the Verity and very _ 
of . 
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of a(true) Church ; whence thoſe Churches are deſer- 
vedly called Apoftatical, as well as Schiſmatical, and 
Renegadoes or Fugitives from the Faith of Chriſt, ſuch as 
Parphyrie, Julian, miſerable Spira, and ſuch like (who 
have of Yi/6ble and Prefeſſed Members of the Body, be= 
come Enemies to the Head, ſome of them turning open 
Perſecutors of that Faith whereof they were once Profeſ-. 
ſors) are not barely called Separati#s, but branded for 
curſed Apoſtates, 

3. The Communon wherein the Members of this 
oreat (corporation the Church ( atholick-Viſible are by ver- 
cue of their Conemon Profeſſion of the true Religion, and. 
Faith of Chriſt, united one wich another , is ſub- 
jet to a twofold Schiſm or breach 5 viz: r. A 
breach iz the Church, and 2, A breach froys the Church: 
The firſt conſiſts in Inteſtize Divifons and differences, 
either x, in point of Fudgemert, and that (principally) 
about matters eicher of D:ſcepline or Worſhip (if the Er 
ror be ina point fundamental or rmcorregibly perſiſted in, 
it isthen Herejie, which Sr, Augaſtine calls Schiſma 11- 
weteratum ); or elſe 2, in point of Charity and: Chriſtian 
Love, The ſecond conſilts in a degeneracy from thz true 
Religien, and a voluntary relinguiſhing of a Church-Fate 
bur this 18 (as I have ſaid above of not holding of the Head } 
not Schiſme onely, but Apoſtacy, a Cat holick, and Vni- 
verſal Separation ; for one that thus relinquiſheth Chrilts 
Bodj-Catholick, ſeparatesfrom it, T, anguam eCMembrun 
ab Integro, as a Member from the Whole ; now asa Leg or 
Arm, when loſt, ceaſeth to be a member of the body Na- 
tural, to which it was united, even ſoa Profeſſor thus de- 
generated, ceaſeth, 1» ſtatu quo, (without recovery by 
repentance ) to be a Member of this Body Myſticall. 
Whereas many are molt juſtly condemned for Separarjts 
{ 1ſhall not need to nzme any ) who(yer) while they ho/d 
the Head, and profeſſedly own the Catholick- Apoſtolick 
Faith of Chriſty cannot be d:ſowned for Members of = 

: B 2 Bogy, 
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Body, Branches in the Vine, Part of the Myſtical Build- 
ing, the Church Catholick:Viſible ; Church-Crmmuiton is. 
ditiinguiſhable into . | 

1. Real, 

2. Perſonal, 

| There is a Real Community,and a Perſonal Socrety: now 

though thoſe Separatiſts refuſe, by way of Perſoral Aſſoct= 


ation tO Communicate With that Church from which they 


ſeprrate, yet they continue a Real Saint-C.ommuznion and 
Fellowſhip with her in_ the Enjoyment of the ſame 
( Objetirve ) Ordinances ; Prayer, Word, and Sacramerts, 
and therefore notwith{tanding their Separation from a 
Particular,they ceaſe not to be Members of the Catholick. 
Church; Keal Community being maintained,thoughPerſoval 
Socret y be. (unjuſtly ) denyed, : 
The Third Chxrch-Vos is that Socral-Local-Toynt- 
Fellowſhip, wherein the Members of a Partica/ar Church 
re united one with another, ,not only by the Profeſſzon of 
the ſame Faith and Religion (all the Members of the 
Catholick and YVarverſal Church are thus united) bur in. 
the participation of the ſame Ordinances, Adminiſtrations, 
and inſtituted worſhip of Chriſt, in a particalar place, 
where there 1s fitting opportunity of executing,and yield- 
ing due obſervance to Rules of Joynt-Commumon ; which 
3Snot a thing pofſible for the Yawverſal Church, .now, 
threugh umero/ity and muititude ; though once it was, 
viz: when the whole Catholick;Chriſtian Church conſiſted 
of about but 126. Members in all, At. 1,15. Now 
This Communisn may admit of a twofold breach, viz, 
i: Schiſm in the _ Church, 2. Separation from the 
Church (as the breach in the Church-Catholick;before ) : 
The firlt is a breach either 1. in point of J dgement and. 
Of3a04; or 2. in point of Charity and Chriſtian Aﬀettior, 
(the too too frequent iſſue and reſulr of the other) 'cis 
chiefely the former(I preſume )that Sr, Auguſtine calls 
D:fſiaiam Congregationts , Charch-diſſention ; the latter 
he. 
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he Calls Gdiuns Frater num, Brether-hatred and df affetiiun; 
both ſad Charch-Rents : What, when Lot and Abrahans 
C Brethren ) are atjtrife | when Brethrez fall out by che 
way . 
Separation. from the Chutch, is ether 

1. Partial, 2, Total, 

T\ Negative, 2, Poſutrve, 

1. A Partial Separation ; when we decline Communi- 
on with the Church in ſome Ordinances, bur joyn with 
her inothers ; as in Prayer, but not in hearing of the Word, 
or in both thoſe, bur not in the Sacrament, 2, A Total 
Separation is an Vmverſal declenfion of Communion wich 
a Church in every Ocdinance. 

1. Negative Separation ; When we withdraw from 
Communion with fome Church, not joyning with any 
other, but continuin2 in hopes and expzRation of the happy 
amendment of that Church from which we withdraw, with 
a purpoſe of returning to her when reformed, 2 Poſitive 
S2paration , when we do not only decline Communion 
witha Church, bur divide into ſeveral Parties, Compma- 
trons, and new Conventions, as ( probably ) 'twas amongſt 
the Corinthians ; One ſaying I am of Paul; another, I ans 
ef Apello; a third, I am of Cephas, &rc. (1Cor, 1.12, ) 
embodying in ſeveral Church-wayes, ſetting up A!tar 
againlt rar, and Threfrold againit Threſhold. 

Separation from the Church, _ be Culpable or Incnl- 
pable, Lawful or Vulawful ( and that more or lefle ) ac- 
co-ding to its Groxnds and Canſes : Now the only law - 
full Grounds or Cauſes of a Tetal-Poſitrve Separation, are 
uſually reckoned three, viz, 

1. {ntelerable Perſecution from Perſons, 
2. Damnuable Hcreſie in poynt of Doarine. 
3. Groſſe Idulatry in poynt of Worſhip. . 

Theſe are the Grounds of our juſt Departare from the 
Tyraomcal, Heretical, Idelolatrical, Church of Rome : 
O happy Divorce !- may the Logd perpetuate it ! thar we 
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yl, | "44a, 8 22, * may neverſay 4 Confederacy toher again, but upon Gods 
Nt own Terms of Accommudation, u==== Let then return unto 
t,t Fi thee, but return not thow unto them, Jer. 1 5.1g9.Agaih,when 
v1 the Corrwptions ofa Church are ſuch, as that one cannor 
|: communicate With her wirhour ſin unavoydably ; Thar 
4. 1.8 ſeems ro me, to be a juſt groxnd, though not of Poſitive, 
$1.00 | yet of Negative, though not of Total, yer of Partial, Sepa- 
Fi. ratios ; and Non-Communion in ſuch a caſe, can be no fir, 
'F.- 118 therefore no Schiſmm, How can Non-Communien be ſin , 
| us there, Where one cannot communicate withoxt [ir ? unleſs 
7: 21a men will :zzpoſe or ſuffer to be !mpeſed upon themſelves, 
+ 1 a Neceſſity of {ning ; that which true Prety abhorrs, 
'F 1-9 I am not alone here, or without the ſuffrage of the ſo- 
#$ 3 ber-Learned, ( a ſufficient proteRion againlt rhe brand of 
4-88 See Dr. Caw- Novelty ) who ſay that if a Church be either no trac 
Wes | drey, in his Church, or ſo extreamly correpted, that a good Chriſtian 
ws Treatiſe Enti- cannot hold Communion withit, without ſin 5 Separation in 
4 ' 4.08 __ that caſe is no Sehiſm ; but they are the Schiſmaticks that 
fo" | F Schiſm. on give the (auſe of that Separation - Then lerthe VVorld 
#71. udge who in E:gland may moſt deſervedly be branded 
Ty for Sehiſmaticke. | 
1: On the Contrary, Culpable, Faulty, and ſinful Separation 
141, 8 from the Church ( the Schrſm 1n queſtion ) is ( as I think 
3 jet "i it is generally deſcribed) a ( auſeleſs Separation from Com- 
#-"* Wn munon with, and participation of Chriſts inſtuuted Wer- 
th I} Hit ſhip tn, atrue Church, 
F-..0 Sir, This premiſed, we ſhall eafily diſcover what 
ib; * ©: Wh Charch-breach, Schiſm, or Separation, 1t1s, that Mr Crof- 
F. 07 | toz chargerh upon thoſe in the Church of Ezglaxd, ( and 
f 1 ES i amoneſt thoſe my ſelf)who under the preſent Providence 
DV | ( though chey joyn with her in the [»ftirated VVorſhip, 
(2:4 mth and Subftantial Ordirances of Jeſus Chriſt, therein admi- 
1,04 "Bi niſtred by, as Prayer, Hearing of che 1word Preached, Sing- 
5% + $0 ing of Pſalms, &c. yet ) do not, cannot, communicate 
+, with her, in her Litwrgy or Common-Prayer ; as being 
"+4. . euilty of a finfal Pratiice, &C, | 
i +... Nu | 1. Tis 
BST | | 
F 
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x, *'Tis not a breach of the firſt YVuoy, viz, That where « 
in the Eleft, Gods Choſen: Ones, are by a true Faith or the 
Spirit of Faith w-1nterruptedly indwelling in them, con» 
joyned one with another, and all of them with 'their Pat= 
lick, Head, Chriſt ; for this (as is declared ) is an utter 
Impoſſbiluy; which none but an eArminian Spirit will 

ery, 

” "Tis not a Breach of Communion with the Catholich- 
F:/ible Church, and her Common Head, Chriſt, by vertue 
of Outward Profeſſion, ( which 1s called a Catho/ick, and 
Unverſal Separation ) ; for this were not only Schiſn 
bur eApoſtacy, ( as hath been ſaid ) nor only a Breach of 
Church-Vuity but a Voluntary forfeiture ofa Church-State;- 
an Imputation which my Creed will acquic me from ; 
while I profeſſedly own the true Catholick DoArine of 
Chrift and his Apoſtles, the Orthodox Fathers, Conncels, 
—_— Martyrs inall Ages, and the Reformed Chur- 
ches, 

3. *Tis not a Breach i» the Church ; either, 1.in poyne 
of Tudgment and Opinion ; nor 2, in poynt of Charity and 
Afﬀeftion, 1, Not in poynt of Judgment and Opimon 
for,as for Erroneons Principles,according to thar light God 
hath given me, I adhor them : Church-rending Diviſions, 
I ſhall not willingly or wittingly be acceflory to ; never 
forgeting ( what L#ther ſaid of Caſpar Schwenckfield ) 
that Church-[ncendigries may kindle a fire here, which 
may burn themſelves to all ecernity, hereafter ; Bur if a 
Diſſent in Judgment about matters of Worſhip or D:ſci- 
pline ( yea and ( perchance ) in Doftrinal poynts roo, at 
lealt No»-Furdamentals) from our preſent Church-Plots, 
be a Schiſms, T (hall notbuſie my ſelf abour either Vindi- 
cation or Excuſe, under the Cenſure ; bur ſure I am, eti- 
ther Mr. Crofton himſelf is in this ſenſe a Schiſmatich,, or © 
elle juſtly may he be branded for an Apoſtate, 2, Nor 
in poync of Charity and Chriſtian Aﬀettion : Mr. Crofton 


1s no competent Arbicrate: inthut caſe ; God: —_—_— 
e 
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' beſt able to judge, who at this day walks charuably, wiic 
not : for my own part , I have Charity for all Church- 
Members, ( undeiftand their Perſons, not their Corrupti- 
05); The Law of Piety, and the Law of Charity God 
himſelf hath married together, and whom God hath joyned, 
. let uo man ſeparate, ; 

4. The Breach or Schiſms (then) charged, muſt be a 
Separation fromthe Church of England ; not 1,Total, 
1:ince I communicate With her 1n thoſe Parts of Chrilts 
inſtitured Worſhip and Ordinances, Prayer , Hear- 
z71g, &c, Nor 2, Poſitive, whillt I turn not Converticler, 
and embady not into a Party or Convention ſet up againſt 
her, » Altar againlt Altar, Threſhold againſt Threſhold, 
&c. But 1, Partial, and 3, Negative, viz: meer No-- 
Communion With herin her Liturgy or ftinted and Ser- 
Forms of Common-Prayer, This 1s the Schiſm and Sepa- 
ration Charged, This1s the Crime and great eArticleof 
Erdiftment, What, and is Mr, Creftov turned Accuſcr 
of the Brethren ? 

Sir, Two ThingsI equally diſlike, Separatio on the 
one hand, and Sperſtitzon on the other, (and what ſo- 
ber Chriſtian will not ? ) they being deſtructive, the one 
rothe Ymity , the other to the Parity of the Church) and 
the latter net more than the former, (underſtand I pray 
you ſinfrll Separatotn) ; Schiſns in the Church, is a Rent 
and Wound in Chritts Body, a Crucifyizg afreſh of the 
Son of God : The Schiſmatical Rendings of the Church by 
Anabaptiſts, and ſuch like Fanaticks in Germany, colt 
Lealous Lnther no little grief and lamentation, God for- 
oive thoſe who are known to. have been too too guilty of 
ſuch Seftarian-Cruelty here at home : Is Chriſt divided ? 
was a ſad [nterrogatory: What, Chrilt wounded ia the 
houſe of his friends ! that's ſad ! The Voluntary Rending 
of Chriſt- Myſtical is a fin, nothing inferiour ( in my 
mind) to that of the Jews Cracif9ivg of Chriſt Perſo- 


Aaty 
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= toraſmuch as that ir reacheth both Head and Mem- 
ers, 

That then which inclineth me to this attempt is, not 
Conſciouſnefle tomy ſelf of any Schiſnz or ( ſinful ) Sepa- 
ration (though I perceive you are ready to efpouſe mine 
Acculers quarrel incaſe of non-ſatisfaction to your enfor- 
ced requeſt) but the prevalent ſenſe as well of your im- 
portunit y, as of mine owninncency, | 

This Epi/tle (pofſibly) may ſeem to be with the Ciry 
of Mew, lyable to upbraiding,the Porch being roo big, 
but neither 15 the premiſed Introduction larger, nor the 
ſubſequent diſcourſe more brief, than ( I judged ) expe- 


dienr, 
Mr. Croftens Grounds and Reaſons, urged for Comm- 


_ #10z with the Church of Ezgland in all Acts of worthip 


(and conſequently in Common-Prajer)thereinadminiltred 
by ; and againtt Separation or withdrawment from the 
fame z are all reduced to four Poſitions,or Argumentative 
Propoſi.1ons; from which (Premiſes) he infers, partly the 
Lawfulneſs,partly the Expediency,and partly the indiſpen- 
ſable Nece//ity of the former,as the ſinfulneſſe and wmwar- 
rantableneſſe, (the Schiſm) of the latter : And thoſe Poji- 
tions he calls CONSIDERATIONS, which come now 


. tobe conjidered, 


CONSID. 1. Communion with the Church-Viſible 13 
all the Ait« (I had rather ſay Parts ) of Solemn Publique 
worſhip, # an Efſential part of the ſauCtificat on of the Sab- 
bath, or Lords day, and poſitive wndifpenſable duty of every 
particular ſoul, called by the name of God,to be onely ſuper= 
ſeded by a reall inevitable neceſſity, with aNurance to any, 
that God will have mercy, and not ſacrifice, This is the 
Major-Propofition of Mr, Croftons great Dooms-Argument. 
The Afumptioz muſt be this. 

But Communion with the Charch of England in her Li= 


targy or Common- Prayer (commonly called, Divine Ser- 
. C vice) 


(16) 
vice } 18 Communion with the Church-Viſible, in $9 


/enm and Publique Worſhip : and then the Concluſion muit 
be 


» 
T herefure Communion with the Church of England in her 
Lunrgy and Common-Prayer, ts an Eſſential part of the 
ſartlification of the Sabbath, or Lords day, and a poſitive in- 
difþes ſable duty, 8c, and by conſequence Non-Communi- 
6, &c, mult bea breach of duty, and therefore, a fi», 
viz: SC HIS; 

REMONS. Honoured Friend, My Anſwer to this,. 
ſhall be threefold, Viz: 1. By way of Conceſſtos, 

| 2, By way of Diftinfhinn, 

3, By way of Ketortios, 


i. By way of Conceſſion, 

Thar the Church of Exgland (That is the Community 
sf Chriftians in this Nation, concorporated by Baptiſm, pro- 
feſſing the irue God and Jeſms Chriſt, and ſubjetted to the 
word aud Sacraments, &Cc.) 18a trne Church, cannot in 
juſtice be denyed';; Her Primitive Conſtitution being by 
Hiſtory ( Times Index, and our belt [»tell;gencer touching 
Antiquity) known to have been Apoſ{tolical, adminiſters 
to me no occaſion of doubr in the thing : But whoever 
were the Seminary Founders thereof, (Whether Simon Ze 
!otes, or Teſeth of Arimathea ( Chrifts Immediate Emiſſa- 
ries ) or Ariſtobolus, or Auguſtine the Monk, Ytis no mat- 
ter of Faith ; only ler none deſpiſe his Birth-right, as Eſa 
did his. O what a happineſle 1s 1t that our Native Land 
ſhould be a(thus)Conſecrated Soil; and that we ſhould be 
by birth (in this reſpe&)Sons of the Church,(V\ſible Church 
Members :) The Inroades of Popery into this land, ſince 
the Sun of Righteouſneſſe firlt roſe herein, have been both 
various and violent, (and what they may further be, God 

knows) but God hath ſafe-kept his Exghſh-eArk, in the 
midft of that Deluge ; the Rock of eAges, hath hitherto 
been her Ararat; By no Antickriſtian Inmaations, = | 
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the ever as yet(totally) overwhelmed; Popery ſpoiled her 
Beauty, bur did not deliroy her Being, 

Mr. Crofton turning Confeſſor, hath acknowledged this 
Churches(proſext)* orruptiozs as well in Things (viz Wore 
{ip and Ordinances therein adminiſtrable by)as in Perſons, 
both Mmſters and People, Vij1ble CMembers,(the Integral 
Partstnereof ) : But a True Church is one thing, a Pare 
Church another ; Here 1s the New-Creature, Here- 
after (onely) the Pare-( reatare, Now the queltion is not 
about Charch-purity, (alas! Adulterate Mixtures and In- 
2ovations in the Worſhip of God, are a too too plain con- 
furacion of this 9w ) but Charch-Exntty, the Truth and 
Be: ng of the Church, (which our Engliſh Dozatiſts (Mr, 
Crofton may know whom I man) having (formerly) well 
nigh confounded, did (like their Progenitors ) molt ſa- 
criledgiouſly 0zogolize the Church of Chrilt in this Na- 
tion, confining the Formality (and therefore the Truth 
and very Eſſence) of a Church, within the narrow com- 
paſle of their Confederate Members, as ifit had not been 
poſſible, fer their eArk.to Contain a Cham , or for Tares 
ro grow within their [zcloſure ; (Cod will I hope, humble 
them fotir).7rath,we mult needs aſcribe to the Church of 
England, while She profeſledly owns the Faith of Chrilt, 
and the 7 rae Religion + For the Truth of Religion proves 
the Extity(or Beg), as the Power of Religion the Purity 
of a Church : while She -was the Head, the muſt not he 
aiſowned for a Part of the Body (the Church Catholick-Vi- 
ible); while She ſeparates rot frem Chriſt, we have no 
warrant (totally and poſitively) to ſeparate from Her: She 
may be Chriſts Spoxſe ( viz: Viſibly and Profeſſed!y ) 
though not a Cha/t-Virgin-Spouſe ; a Wife, though an 
eAdultereſſe ; retaining her Affinity, though nor her 
Virginity, Corruptions inthe Church are either 

I, Perſonal, or 2, Real, 
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Real,againgeither 1, Subſtantial and Intrinſecal, 

or 2, (ircamftantial and Exirinſecal, 
The latter is Mr, Croftes own diſtinCtion ( though 

polſibly he and 1 may differ in the application of ir), 
Perſonal Corruptions in Scandalous Profeſſors, or Viſible 
Church-Members, (Miniſters (as well as others) the 
Hephnie's and Phinehas's of our age ) defile a Church : 
Corruptions Objeftive and Real, though onely Cir- 
camſtantial and Extrinuſecal, ( in Ontward Kites and Cere- 
monies, or Corrupt Modes and e Methods of Adminiſira- 
tion, as the eArntiquated Jewiſh Veſtments, Croſſe in Bap- 
tiſme, Kneeling at the Supper, &Cc.,) adulterate a Church, 
Corruptions Subſtantial and Iatrinſecal ( which are 
Church-waſting Cortuptions; the very Vitals and Intrinſe- 
cals of Religion, being by them deſtroyed )do (:pſo fatto,) 
acually divorce a Church from Chriſt ; thoſe are the 


ſteps of Church-Apoſtacy ,. when the #ife becomes a 


Lewd-Woman ; (Single Formcation in the firſt ; Adultery 
in the ſecond ; A Bull of Divorce in the laſt :)The Church 
of England 1s too truly chargeable with the two firſt, 
but nor with the laſt, as 1s the Church of Rome, 
ſhe having not ( as yer, I pray God ſhe never may ) 
with her degenerated from a Chriſtian Charch , into an 
Antichriftian See ; nor her Members with hers, from Pro= 
feſſors ro Perſecutors of the Faith, not holding the True 
Head, but ſetting vp ANOTHER NAME ; being in Do- 
trize (damnably) Heretical ; in worſhip (groflely) Idola- 
rrous ; in both Antichriftian, The Eſſentials Conſtitutive 
of a True Church, ate 1, the Head; 2, the Boay ; 
3, the Vnonthat is betweenthem : which three concur- 
ring inthe Church of England ; Chriſt being her profeſ- 
ſed Head, ſhe being Chriſts profeſſed Body, and the Ca- 
tholick-Fa:th being the VUnion-Bonud whereby they are 
coupled together ; She cannot injuſtice be denyed to be 
aTrue(though the Lord knows,far from a Pure)Church, 
Pid, Jun, ib, de Ecclefa, Herein I agree with Mr. 


{rofton, 2, By 


(19) 
2. By way of D:ſt1nttion, 
Two things are here to be diſtinguithed ; viz, 
1. Communon with the Charch-Viſible, 
2. Selemn aud Publick Worſhip, 
I. There is a twofold Communion ; viz, 
One by Profeſſion, 
Another by Participation, 

t. Charch- Communion by way of Common Profeſſion 
of the ſame true Religion, Faith, Docrine, and inflitured 
worſhip of Chriſt, (by vertne whereof all the Members 
of the Church- Catholick Yijible throughout the World, 
are concorporated and embodyed, one with another, and 
all of them with Chrilt as a Publick Head, Catholickh Faith 
being the greund of Catholick Communon,the main Liga- 
next of the great Body Myſtical) is not only a Dat y,bur a 
Priviledge too, indifpenſably neceflary to falvation, Extra 
Eccleſiam nulla ſalus,is a ſevere Maxim not more known 
rhen true ; no Salvatioz (ordinarily )without the Churches 
Line ef Conemnnication, The Church is Gods [ncloſare, 
( (aut. 9.12, ) his Nurſery planted with the Trees of 
Righteouſueſſe ; without whoſe Pale and Boundaries all 
that die doe periſh : Ah, my Dear Friend, Let me rather 
be a 1rrle in the Vizezard, then a Cedar inthe Forreſt, 
"'Twere better Exg/and thould be wunpeopled then wnchur- 
ched: A Church-leſſe People 1s a Chriſt-leſſe People ; and. 
if Chri/t-leſſe then Hope-leſſe, Epheſ. 2. 12. Chriſt is the 
Head of the Body the Charch, Coll. 1. 18, No Ui9% 
with this Head without Communion With this Body : Chriſt 
mult bz profeſſed, or ( elſe ) never poſſefſed ; no Sarnt- 
State without a Charch-State; no Call by the Spirit wich- 
our a Call by the word firſt ; ſo that no Word, no Life : 


= 7 beſoever ſhail call upon the Name of the Lord ſhall be Rom.10.13,14 


ſaved; — Worſhip is neceflary to Salvation : == How 
ſhall they call on hine, 1» whom they have not beleeved ? 
Faith is neceſſary to Worſhip : == How ſhall they beleeve in 


11m, of whons they have not heard ? Hearing is neceflary 
70 
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to Faith : == How ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? 
Preaching isnecellary to Hearing : fo that, without Wor- 
ſhip there is no Salvation ; without Farth,no ( true ) Wor- 
ſhip ; without Hearing, no Faith;; and without Preach- 
ing no Hearing.; therefore ( a primo ad altimum ) the 
word preached is necellary to Salvation ; — no Werd, nc 
Life ; ( ah | may this (loathed ) Manna never fail tron: 
amidlt our Brittiſh-Iſrael !') Thrice miſerable are they 
whoſe Sun ſets,where the Sar of Righteouſneſſe never vole, 
— with healing in his Wings, Solomon (the great Soph: 
of the World ) hath long agoe read the Deſtinte of {uct ; 
Where there is no Vifion, the people periſh, Prov. 29. 18. 
a ſad Exit ! There is Viſio Salvificam the Church Mili- 
cant, as well as Viſio Beatifica, inthe Triumphant : There 
be no true Saints who are not ( in this ſenſe) SEERS. 
This is the firſt Communion, wherein Iam chargeable wit!: 
no Breach, while I profeſle my ſelf a Chriſtian; All 
Profeſſors throughout the V Vozld, are in this reſpe& 
Communicants, 

2, Communion with the Church YV+{ble,by way of Par- 
ticipation,or atual Enjoyment of the Ordinances,and cele- 
bration of the inſtitured Worſhip of Chriſt in a particulac 
place (the (ommunion in queſtion) is(I grant) a Dt y ob- 
lieging ſemper, but not 4d ſemper : To explaine my ſelf; 
A Particalar Church ( ſuch as 15 the Church of England) 
having her riſe (as ſuch) not from a Common Call by the 
word onely, (for the Catholrck-Vifible Church hath her 
riſe from that) but froma Part:cular Providential Call, 
(for ſo I may term 1: )whereby Perlons(wherher Natives 
or Forre:gzer5), are called to inhabir,re{ide,or live,there, 
where there is fit Opportunity of enjoying the Publique 
Ordinances, and celebrating the inflicuted Worthip of 
Chrilt by way of Secial-Joynt-Communion ; as Providence, 
Opportunity, or xeceſſary Occaſions, ſhall var y,the Obligati- 
04 to Foynt-Communion mult vary alſo, © Mr, Crofton can» 
nor deny that there may be many Members of the U-1- 

| verſat- 
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verſal Catholick, who (yet) never had opportunity cf 
allociating themſelves with, or of Joyzr- Communion in the 
Solemn Publique Worſhip he ſpeaks of, ina Partics'ar 
Church ; and many have had ir, who nave been deprived 
of it, as Merchants and Marriers, profelling the true 
Religion, who in purſuance of their Secular Callings, are 
diltanced from a true {ſtrated Church, ſome of them 
living in Sparze, others in /z4ia, orhers in Tark y, &C, or 
ſuch as through fickxeſs are kepr from the Enjoyment of 
Publick O:dinances,c#c, We canner ſay that Communion 
with a Particalar Church, in tuch Perſons under that pro- 
vidence is an [ndiſpenſable duty, or Non-(ommunion, 
Schiſmunleſs we alſoſay( which were very hard) that they 
are bound to an Impoſſibility ; Providence gives a Diſpen- 
fation(as it were)in caſe of Neceſſary and [nevitable Nos 
Communioa:In a word, Where Opportumty 1s ſerving, Vio- 
{ence nor obltructing, Corruptions not barring, no Ne- 
ceſſity hinderinggthere Joynt-Communios in Solemn Pub- 
lique Worſhip is an ſndiſperſable duty ; otherwiſe, That 
which gives a Call,gives alſo a Difcharge,viz: Providence, 

Thoſe that diſclaim all Charch-Fellowſhip out of 2 pee = 
viſh perulancy, lighting all opportunities thereof, are 
juſtly to be diſclaimed as Self-out-lawed; ſuch as the Vas 
grant Seekers, &c. led by the [gnzs Fatuns, ihe wild- fire 
of their own geluded Fancy ; Surely Commun:oz of Sarnts 
is no Article of their Creed, the maintaining of which 
ſhould be 1n our reſpeA1ve Capacities,every ones ende1- 
vour, But to proceed. 

Sir, Town an Obligation lying upon me,whereby I am 
dound ro communicate with the Church of Z:glard 
(whereof I profeſle my ſelf a Member) ſhe being ( as is 
acknowledged)a Trxe Church (notwithſtanding her many 
Corruptioss,) in theſe Parts of Gods Real-Sulema, Pmb= 
itch Worſhip, wherein Ylent Impoſitions, Prevalent Cor- 
ruptions, or ſome or other Inevitable barrs neceſſicate not 


amithdrapment and Nou-Communion; and if I ſhould 
not. 
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not, I ſhould greatly fin, Bur what does this make for 

Communion with her in her Litargy and C ommon-Prayer ? 

Yes, (ſayes Mr. Crofton) *Tis an At of Solemn Publick 

Worſhip, &c, and therefore matter of duty : Thar is 
(next) robe rryed. | 

The Second Thing to be diſtinguiſhed, is, So/emr; 

Publick Worſhip, 

Religious Worſhip may be ſaid to be Solemn and Pub- 
lick. in reſpe& of a threefold Community or Solemaity : 
Vizz TI, Perſonal, In reſpet of Perſons worſhipping. 

2, Local, Inreſpe& of the Place of worſhip, 
3. Real, In reſpec of the Matter and Conſtutution 
of worſhip. | 

I, That #rſhip which is celebrated by a Plarality or 
Sxciety of Perſons, whereſoever convented, 1s So/emn and 
Pablique in reſpec of Perſons ; now our Engliſh Liturg y- 
Service may (I confeſs) in this reſpe& paſle for Worthip 
Solemn and Publique, and ſo may the Pepiſh-7Mafſe-Service 
L00, 

2, That worſhip (properly) is in reſpe& of Place, So- 
I:na and Publick, the particular Place whereof, as well as 
the Worſhip it ſelf is appointed of God : Now the Jewiſi: 


' Worſhip celebrated in theT emple & T aberzacle,was in this 


reſpe& (as ſhall appear by and by) the onely Selemn and 
Pablique Worſhip in the world, | 
2. Thar Worſhip, whereof God 1s the eAuthor as well 
as the Objeft ; the word, the Rule, as well as the Matter ; 
The C atholick-Dottrine of Chrift and his e4poſtles ; Thar 
Worſhip which Chriſt Himſelf (the Churches Lord- Regent 
and Law-giver )did appoint and 1»ffityre ; which the Apo- 
ftles (His Seminary Diſciples) did, by vertue of Authority 
derived from Him, commend and command ; which the 
Goſpel (the Chriſtian Churches Direttory) doth Licence 
and Warrant ; which hath been by a Continued Series and 
Succeſſion of Chriſtian Profeſlors (Faiths Defenders) from 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, uninterruptedly A at 
| epgth, 


(23) | 
tength through the Current of Srxte2% hyvared years, haps 
pily (as te ſub/farceat leal(t) cranſmitted and conveyed to 
us, 1s in reſpect of Mater, Antheztique Conſtitution, 
and Reality,the onely Solemn Publigue Divine Worſhip in 
the Chriſtian world, Now to aj ply. ; 

1. Communoa With the Charch-V:/ible in that IWorſhup, 
which 15S 10 & eipect of Hatter and oA, athertigue 
Conſtitution, Solemn and Publigue, namely, U1nat 
which was infticured by Chriſt hinlelf, the Chur-, 
ches Publigne Head ; preached and pretied by tne eAp:- 
ftles, the Churches Publiqze Guides; recorded (as 
the onely Evangel:ica! Worſhip) inthe Goſpel, the Chu: = 
ches Publique Ryle ; and (in contormity to this Rule) 
obſerved and performed by the Primitive Ch:tittans for 
che fiz{t rwo hundred years,the purett Ages of toe Chriltt- 
an Church, This and all other Churches P:bl:q:te E xam- 
ple ; 15 (I readily grant) an Eſſential Part of the Saublifi- 
cation of the Lords Day, and a Poſitrve wdiſpenſable duty, 
co be upon perill ſuperſeded or intermitted, upon no leſs 
Warrant or Authority then that which impoſed ir., (wich 
this ailurance that God, will have mercy, and nst ſacrifice) ; 
In Conſcience whereof, I own my ſelf oblieged to joyn 
with ſome Socrety in a Particular (True) Church (aParc 
of the Church Catholich-Viſible) while opportunity ſerves, 
and no Real 1:cvirable Obſtruftion hinders, in all the Parts 
of Real-Solemn- Publigue Worlhip (Prayer, Praiſe, the 
10rd, the Supper) whereinno Violent Impoſitions, nor any 
Real Impediment may bar bur that I may communicate, 
nor Prevaleat Corruptions neceſſitate a declenficn or with- 
drawment, bur thar I may »irhout ſin, As Satnt-Conm:s 
nienis matter of Fa th( To mv) {© Joyut-Communio? 1 
(Ceteris Paribrs ) matter of Daty ( 75 mpaxlty ) ; That 
which all the Profeſled Members of this Spiritu.tl (or pre 
ration (the Church ) are bound in their reſpe&tive Cana- 
Cities to main'ain: C huarch-Unity and Unutformit y ſhould 

2 the Jeyn8-endeavour of all, bur fo asrhar rhe purity 
ID, of 
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of the Church bz alſo endeavoured, and ( much more 
that ) her 7 rath and Being, be not deſtroyed. 1 am no- 
Divinorum Deſertor Caſtrorum ( as St, «Ambroſe de- 
ſcribes a ( real ) Separatiſt ) no Camp- Fugitive or Aſſem- 
bly-Porſakgr ; no, God knows I deteit and diſown the 
Pi inciples and Practiſes of ſuch as (wiltully and willingly, 
unnecellarily and peeviſhly ) forſake the . aſſembling of 
themſclues together , as the manner of ſome { too too 
many in thele late times ). hath been in all Ages. There 
is a twofold Chriſtian Scope ; one Primary, viz, Gods Glo- 
ry ; the other Subordinate, viz, the Chriſtians Own Good, 
The Glory of God is or ought to be by a Goſpel-Law 
( 1 Cor, 10. 31. ) the Terminus Reduftivns of all our afti- 
ons : To glorifie God 1s a Natural debr,due from the Mar: 
as well s from the Chriftian, and from an Angel as well 
as from a Man ; the whole Hoft of Heaven are Gods 
Tributaries herein, The Chriſtians own Happineſſe is to 
be purſued next and in ſubordination to this, Now, nei- 
ther isthe Crown-Revenue of Heaven ſo much inhaunced, 
nor the Catholick, Benefit of Chriſtians ſo much advanced, 
by Sltary Worſhip, as by the Joynt-Services of Profeſſors, 
"Tis well worthy of ourObſervation, That Chriſt gave that 
Portion and Meaſure of his Spirit to his Diſciples when 
#ſſembled, which he never gave them whilſt apart, ( the 
riche(t Dozative that ever he beſtowed upon the Sons of 
Men! ) A, 2. 1, 2, 3, 4. great encouragement to 

Saints Joynt- Communien\ Vis umta fortior, Now 
2. This Keal- So/emu Worſhip and Indiſpenſable Joynt- 
Commuz:i0n therein, 1s not confined to any one Particular 
place more then to another, under the Geſpel; not ro 
Rome, more then to England , nor toa Cathedral more 
then to any other Church ; nor to any Church or Chappel, 
or any ſuch Fabrick, and Strufture in the World, more 
then tothe oper Fields ; nor to a Pablique, more then to 
a Private houſe, in it ſelf : The houſe of an Obed-Edow 
1ay receive this Ark - The Churches C _— 
Act, 


(25) 
{ AA. 1,15.) Was true Solewn worſnp, My Friend, 
meer Conſcience of the Truth conſtrains'me to ſpeak : 
They miſerably erre, who reltri& the truth and reality of 
Solems Worſhip to a Publigue place, a material Church 
and StruEture (which yet none that I know, bur a few pee- 
viſh Sectarres can diſlike ) asif Locality, which 1s bur a 
meer zatural Ci;cumliance, were [atyinſecal or Efſentia! 
to Goſpel wor ſhip : And what if thoſe Places thould chance 
in proceſle of tim2 to become the Receptacles of Jewiſh, 
Popiſh, Idolatry ? where would their Solems and Publique 
Worſhip then bz ? But ( more Argamentarively ) where 
were Material Temples or Churches in the dayes of the 
Apoſtles ( other then that of Jeruſalem, and the Jewiſh 
Synagogres ) ? where were they for the firſt hundred and 
fifty years after Chrilt 2 when Chriltians did celebrate 
theic worſhip in xe1g@#[1p3a, in the Burial Places of Martyrs, 
( whence ( probably ) "was that their places of Aſſembly 
were called Martyria, and the Temple of Feruſalems , 
Martyrium maguum ) ; and this was the reaſon why Per- 
ſecuting Emperors made ic their firſt buſinefle and care to 
barr and baniſh the Chriſtians from thoſe places - yea, 


* Tertallian tells us, that in his dayes ( viz, about two « py, .,., 


handred and ſixty years after Chriſt ) the Chriſtians had 7alenr. 


no other Meering-places ( Churches) then ſimplices domes, 
poor deſpicable Cottages, which were ( ſaith he ) antrzs 
& latebris quan T emplis ſinuliores, more like unto Caves, 
or Corners, then Churches : And tis probable, that the 

was not a Material Chrittian Churchill about or after the 
times of Evariſtus and Dyorifius, Biſhops of Rome, well 
nigh three hundred years after the birth of Chriſt ; 
Parochial Diſtributions being begun by the one, and fur- 


thered by the © her. Sr, you may pleaſe to conſult * « py gy, t- 
Polidor Vergilins and F Hoſpimian (both expert and learn» went. lib. 4. c 
ed Ant quaries) inthe caſe, Now, were Chriſtians all 9. lib. 5. c. 6. 


chat time, becauſe nor Templers, therefore no true Wor- T 


ſhippers 2 Was there no Solemn Publizne Worſhip per- 
D 2 formed 


De Orig, 
Temp. c, 6. 
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formed for ſo many hundred years(the pureſt Ages of the 
Chriſtian Church )zBur further ; When I read of Sr, Pau! 
Sermoning, of Lydia converted, and of Prayer wont to be 
madeby a Kiver-ſide,(AR,16.13,14.)OfSt.Pavla privare 
Houſe-Preacher erghteen moneths, and that ina houte ad- 
jo; ning toa Synagogue (Baſil; LIT 1 91 } Ac, I8, 7, 
11.) Of St, Paul ang his Followers, their Chamber-C ome 
union in the Word, the Supper, ( doubtleſs there was 
Prayer there too, Aft. 29.7, 8.) When I read of the 
whole Cathol:ck Chriltian Church(a Convent:cle conſiſting 
of about 120 Perfons)convented & worthipping in a pri- 
wateroom (AR.1.15.)L am (ufhciently warranted ſevere=- 
ly to condemn all ſuch as limit Solemn Worſhip to any Par= 

ticular place, as if 1ts Solemnit y conliſted in its Locality, 
The Jewiſh worſhip was the- onely Worſhip that ever 
could be called Solemn and Publique in reſpe& of Place; 
for God nimſelf (not e Men like our ſelves) determined 
upon the Place as well as the Matter and Marzer of his 
worſhip in the Jewiſh, which he did not in the Chriſtian: 
Church ; the Jewiſh Sacriſices and Oblations being limit= 
ed firſt to the Tabermacle, and after that to the Temple ; 
rhe former whereof was built according to Gods own 
Inſtrnitions and Plat-form, namely, the Pattern ſhewed to 
Moſes upon the Ionrnt; the latter was Gods own 
Choice (Deut. 12, 5.11. 1 King. 8. 29. 2 Chron. 7, 
12.) by Solomon through Divine [»ftiaft dedicated to him, 
and by a miraculous Signal of favour and acceptance 
(2 Chron. 5. 13, 14. ) owned by him; and thus *cwas 
ſaid, /» Jeruſalem 15 the place where men ought to worſhip, 
John 4. 20. Sothat the Place of worſhip, was indeeda 
Part of worſhip, not onely a Crireamſtance, bur of the 
Subſtance of worſhip, amonglt the Jews ; God having 
ſampr Santlity and Sacred Solemwity thereupon, ( Mr. 
* Crofton himſelf bearing me witnefle,) Bur under the Go- 
ſpel, and in the (hriftian Church, Locality is a meer mat- 
ter of Indifferency ; Local Liberty being a great me 
of 


( 27 ) 
of Evangelical Liberty,Mal.1,11.Mat,18.20. John 4, 213 
24.A&t, 10.35.1 Tim, 2.8, Chriſt having Ore & Corpzre, 
bach as Can, and as Prophet, by bis Preach:ag, as well _ 
as by his Coming aboliſhed Santtity and Peculiarit y (as of 
Time, ſo) ot Place; the Typical Uſe of Temple and 
Tabernacle ceaſing in him as eAztitype, and Local Li- 
berty bzing preached by him as Propher, John 4. 21, In- 
ſComuch that Two or Three (whereſoever ) met in his 
Name, have the Solemn promiſe of his preſence (now) | 
Mar. 18. 20, ) wherezs if the Solemnity of his worſhip 
were tied to any one place, his preſezce and the Concomt- 
tant bleſſing of his worſhip ſhould be ried ro that place , ... 41 
alſo, Who would have thought that * BeYarmine that _ prong > 
oreat Light of the Rowrſh Firmament, '(the chief Arlas $,ygorum, 
of that Orve) ſhould have been ſo much in the dark, as to 
think thar,Prajer,or (any other part of worſhip, perform- 
edina Material Church, &c, is of more Efficacy, then 
if it were celebrated elſewhere ? as if Stone and Kimber 
did contribute vertue to our devotion;or Prayers Efficacy 
depended on Locality! I wiſh there be not many Bellar- , 
mines in this reſpet, fooliſh Szper/:ovaries | that cry, "* 
The Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord, &c. like Jer, 7. 4, 
their filly, blind Phar:ſaical Progenitors, But Sir, You 
and Iare taught of God, aſſured by Holy Record, that 
Prayer, or any. other part of Divine Worſhip, in what 
lace ſoever performed,will be accepted of © od, through 
Chriſt,ſo he be bur worſhipped according to his own C a- 
zonviz, ==1n Spirit,and 1 Truth, John 4.24. Letnons 
then preſently conclude from a necetlary declenſion of 
Local Soctety in a Publique place, a breach of Real Commu- 
nity in True Solemn Publique Worſhip, which may(indeed) 
be maintained in any place indifferently, Yer 
3. The Church of England (while ſhe holds the Head 
(Chriſt) and profeſſeth the Tre Rehigion,) being a True 
Chucch (a Part of the Church Cathol:ck-Vifible) as 1s ac- 
knowledged: and a Pablique Placeybeing diRated by the 
liehc 
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light of nature, and judged by men (to whoſe Prudential 
Determination the Conventency or Inconvemency of Place 
of worſhip, as a Nateral Circumſtance, 1s left, though ir 
be a meer matter of [ndifferency under the Goſpel, and in 
it ſe!f) to be fitteſt for Publique Foynt-(ommunion, and 
cherefore (though nor ſanified) yer prudentially ſeque- 
ſtred and devoted thereumto ; I muſt needs own my ſelf 
called ro communicate (and tn anſwer to thar call I do 
communicate )with her, and that,in the Place of Pablique 
Aſſembly, in all the Parts of Real-Solemn Divine Wor- 
ſhip, wherein I may without either /et or ſin, And thus 
Sir, tis my known Pra&tice(which you are noſtranger to} 
ro joyn with the preſent Aflemblies in Prayer, (though 
nor their Common-Prayer ) Praiſe, or Singing of Pſalms, 
Hearing of the Word, all which are Subſtancial parts of 
True Solemn Divine Worſhip ; what ? and yet a Separa- 
2i/t 2 Judge how licele I deſerve that name, while this is 
my practice, and I exhort you and others to the like ; 
Onely give me leave to tell you, that whar was Reverend 
Beda's advice to him that ſhould chance to read the 
Books of that Hererical Biſhop J«l:a,, 1 defire ( and it 
may be ſo will you) to improve in the hearing of ours, 
Ita carpat botrum nt ſpinane caveat, Take of the Clufter, 
but beware of Prickles,be ſure they be of Canaans Grapes; 
I would not willingly be farved, bur God keep me from 
being poyſoned ; Take heed of Choaking, chew before you 
ſwallow ; a Proſelyting Romaniſt (a Seminary Prieſt ) will 
tell you otherwiſe ; once ſwallow his Churches Intalli- 
bility,and any thing will go down then ; there 1s no room 
lefr for diſpure more, no need of the true Ballance of the 
Sanftuar y.But I have not as yet laid finger upon the ſoar; 
cherefore confider, 

4. That the Church of E-glands Liturgy or Conmon- 
Prayer (the great apple of frife, &c,) is a Part of this 
Real-Solemn worſhip of God, and that Communion with 
her therein(the thing urged)is(therefore)a Poſitive Indiſ- 

perſable 


(29) 

penſable duty, | mult take leave (at leaſt till I ſee more 
cogent Arguments for it then have as yet been pleaded by 
the belt thac ever undertook the patronage of it ) utterly 
ro dexy, This I know would leem ttrange to many, 
(what , a Convecation-Maſter-piece | the Sunmuns quod 
ſic of the Wit of men and Angels) the Monpoly of Divine 
Service the Prayers of the Church | &c, and yet no Part 
of True Solemn Worſhip | ) but that 1t1s written for pri- 
vate ſatisfaction,and by way of private Apology, Sr, tis a 
fixedPrinciple with me,which I thould not fear to publith 
ro the world, (had my tongue the liberty of mine Accu- 
ſers in the caſe, 912, ) Thac there is no 7 rue Divine Wor- 
ſhip whereof God 1s not the Author as well as the Object, 
t:e Alpha as well as the Omega : What is not [ſtituted 
Worſhip,is none of Hz Worthip,bur meer will-W:rſhip, 
for God will be worſhipped De ſao, his Soul loathing ali 
that Service ( though ( poſſibly ) nick-named Diw1re,) 
wherein there 15 more of the Creature, than of Himſelfe , 
( more of Mar than of God ) ; What Reaſon either from 
Scripture or Common Light , can pztſwade me other- 
wiſe? Now,can M:.Crofton ſay Bona fide ('tis not a matter 
to be dallied withalYthat L:targies or ſtinted & Set- Forms 
of Prayer, were ever 1»ſt1tuted by Chriſt, Prattiſed by the 
Apoſtles, Intended in the Goſpel, or obſerved by the Primi- 
tre Chriſtian Church, in the beſt and pureſt ages after 
Chriſt, (whoſe Prattice in the caſe was to be a Leading 
Caſeand an /mitable Exampleto all ſucceeding Churches) 
In a word, Carthe prove Englands Common-Prayer part 
of Chriſts [-/t:tuted Worſhip 2 Let him produce CAnther- 
rick (either) Precept or Preſident for it, (which will be a 
hard matter for him to do) elſe furceaſe his cenſure ; for 

what other can it be tnen a meer Humare Ordinance, $u- 
per-erogatory Worſhip, Arbitrary Service, even Scripture- 
bitten Will-Jyorſhip, one of the (juſtly condemned) Com- 
mandements and Ordinances of men, Col. 2. 22,23. 


What is 4/ill-1/orſk:p if thisbe not ? Yea, but the Mart 
- of 


Pte weager 
"2 ” fn 


IE IT 


. Ca ea oh. 
aura... art Ee 2 © awe me mer niche, 


muy ww oo CER meCrretts 


C_—_——__c army = 
V2" oE 
ite, ei 2nd 2 moet 


SySorwen I 
” - * 


= _ -——- 
- B 


Ming wet 9 


RAY 
C4 


* 
—— 


= 


_—_—_ 


Ht 


= 
= 
_—_—_ 


I I bY oY 4 - 
— —— — — _— = = RI: Is EXE 
pr OT yo wg es ” - 4 PO ty 
=" AMIE comer ome a ———— a 


r= Ihe 


— 


( 39 ) 
of it is 200d, ( this 1s the ordinary plea, but ) ſo is a 
oreat part of the Popiſh Mrſſal, ( with which it ſo much 
iymbolizeth, ( efectally their Zerany, the firft Edition of 
ours) ; and foof the Turkiſh Alcoran : But will that 
prove it a Dyvine Conſtitution ? Now, the Queſtion is 
nor, whether it be Divine Matter, or nor, but whether a 
Dwvine Conftitation or not ? and therefore I joyne Matter 
and Conſtitution together : The Matter proves not its Le- 
gitimacy, unleſs (uch a Frame, Method, Comprſure and 
Conſtitution of V Vorthip can be proved Jure Divino,to be 
Chriſts Own, Prayer 1s Chriſts own Inſtitution, (1 commu- 
nicate with them 1n that ) but heres my Crime, I joyne 
not with them in Prayer in ſuch a Dreſſe or Form, which 
( though I neither queſtion the 7/1ſdowe that compoſed ir, 
nor the Authority that 1mpeſed it, yet ) I profeiledly de- 
clarezis in my weak judgment meerly Humane; and there- 
fore I do nor a lictle wonder that ſuch a man as Mr .C rof = 
ro ſhould become its Mecenas and eAdwocate , 
who cannot be ignorant of the unhappy occafion of the 


« firſt introduCtion of ſuch 92an-deviſed Forms and Frames 


into the Chriſtian Church, adminiltred by the prevailing 
Arrian and Pelagiaz herefies, above three hundred years 
after Chriſt ; nor ofthe approved Teſtimonies of Juſtine 
Martyr, Tertullian, &c, witneſſing the immunity and 
freedome of the Church in their dayes from ſuch impoſiti= 
ons, alleadged by his SMECTY MN VAN Brzthren : 
Bur the grounds of my doubts herein {hall be diſcloſed in 
the next anſwer ; however you may judge#rom what hath 
aJready been ſaid, how unjulily Now Commun with the 
Church of Englaid in her Litargy and ( ommon- Prayer, is 
interpreted ſinful Separation, it being a necellary declen-. 
fon of meer W.1l-worſhip, 

5. The Sacrament of the Lzrds Supper is indeed a Sub=- 
Rantial Part of Real-Solemn Divine Worthip , being 
one of Chriſts Fundamental Trſtitations ; but the knowne 
Violence of Impoſition, the Will-Worſhip and Superſtition, 

| which 


(31) 
which attends the celebration thereof in the Church: of 
Exglard, ( ſo that I cannot communicate with her there- 
in without ſinze ) does warrant and neceſſitate my ( pre- 
ſent ) Noz-Crmmunion and Withdrawment, this being 
clearly Mr. Croftons alleadged caſe of Real [nevitable 
Neceſſity, Thus tyen, 

Though the Church of Englazd bz a true Church ( fs 
that a Total Separatios from her isunwarrantable ) and 
therefore Communon with herin all the parts of Real- 
Solemny Divine Worſhip, wherein I may joyn with her 
without either /et or fn, be a Duty, yer, her Liturgy and 
Common-Prayer, appearing to be no part of Real-Solemne 
Divine Worthip, but a meer humane Conflitution 5 and 
the Supper ( though a Subſtantial Part of Real-Solenen- Dr- 
vine VVorſhip, yet) being by cerrupe Mixtures and 
eAppurtenaxces, much adulterated, ſo that I cannot com=» 
municate therein without ſin ; my (preſent) Non-Com- 
11419 With her, in both the one and the other ( which 1s 
' a Partial Separation) is ſo far from being a breach of Daty, 

that it 1s 4 Daty,therefore no Schiſmr, (the thing charged) 
which isa C auſleſs Separation, &c. This may acquir me, 
and all men in my Capacity,from Mr.Croftous Nick-name 
of Separatiſt in the Caſe, Bur I refer you, Sr, to my 
next anſwer for further ſatisfa&ion in both, 


3.. By way of Retortion, 

Communion with the Church of England may be ſuper- 
feded in caſe of Real-inevitable Neceſſity ( ex Conceſſis ) 
by Mr. Croftous own DoArine and Afſertion ; but me 
( that I may put in for a Szperſedeas ) is a caſe of Real 
rnevitable Neceſſity ; therefore ( by Mr. Crofrons own 
eAcquittazce ) my Nou-Commnnton, &c, isnofin, no 
Schiſms, 

There be two things wherein I cannot communicate 
with the Church of England,viz, 1,Her Liturgy and Com- 


»mn-Prayer : 2. The Sacrament of the Lords Supper, _ 
er 
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( 32 9 
1 JE7 Preient tnethod of adminiſtration;ior Non-Commutr- 
#12: i both which, Lalledge a Keal=[nevitable Neceſſity, 
1. Ine Neceſſity of my Non-Communion in the Lityr 
2nd Commo::-Prajer, 1s grounded on [nvincibly doubts a- 
bout the very Lawfulneſſe of tuch a C 9x/titarios, and thoſe 
upon three CMaxms (thall I call them 2) or Prixciples, 
which Mr, Crofton (pollibly) would term Schiſmatical as 
well as my Prattice, | 


Viz: I. Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions that are not Vſeſul, 
are Uzlawful, 

2; Ectieſiaſtical Conſtitutions, that are not Needful, are 
Unlawful, 

3, That Co: fertution Oi Hor kip which 15 not commarded, 
is forbidden, 

(Which though they may ſeem to be very Paradoxer, 
and ſtrange Pcticions in this age, yet I profeile to you 
(without any cenſorious refle&tion upon either the Prin» 
ciples or PraRtiles of others) they hamper me :) _ 

The eAſſumptrion peculiar to each of thoſe Propoſitions 
containeth my doubt -= 

But the Liturgy or (ommon- Prayer of the Church of 
Enoland, 1s an Ecglefiaſtical Corftirution, which 15 neither 
x. Uſeful,nor (much leſs) 2. Needfnl, not 3. Commandesd, 
Ergo, &C. ; - ; 

1. That Ecclefraſtical Conſtitutions Which are not Vſc- 
ful are not Lawful, which are V-profirable, are Viwar- 
rantable (where, by that which 15 «-profitable ] underfiand 
char which is az-edifyizg ) is a Truth bottomed wpon a 
oreat (49% Apoſtolick (in reſpe& of which all Charch- 
(onſtitutiens ought tobe ARS of (True JCanoncal Obeai- 
ence, viz: ) mus nes fins aview, Let all things be 
done unto edifying, 1 Cor. 14. 26. Now exp, 
Edification( according tothe language of the Holy Ghoſt) 

is not only, 1, a Freedom from poſitive dammage ; nor 2. 
a Single; but 3, a Succefſiveand gradual Benefit: For Con- 
5rmarion herecf, 1 might produce the Joynt-derermina- 

L1Gn 
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tion and Yote of a whole Jury of the Orthodox- Leainzd, 
Calvin, Tunins, Tilengs, Alſtedins, Hiſpimian, Pexa, Ta- 
reus, Prof, Leidezſ, Tus Canmicum, Perkins, &c, Wine 
unanimouſly conclude the ſame, whoſe ſeveral Teitmo 

ntes I ſhould here inſert, but thar I muſt ſhun prolixity, 
"Tis obſervable what is lefr upon everlaſting Record. 
namely, That the Ceremonal Law of Moſes was diſanute 
becauſe of its weakneſſe and wprojitablenefſe, Heb, 7. 
18, (that which may be urged (in my mind} invincibly 
a2ain(t the retention of Fewiſh Ceremontes in the Chriſtia-; 
Church) whence I argue, 

If a Divine Law ( one of Gods own making ) mult be 
reverſed, diſanulled, and aboliſhed, ( the Holy Ghoſt 
himſelf being Judge) becauſe rnprofirable, (as the Cere- 
onal was, Christ the Subſtance being exhibited ) they 
ſurely ( A fortior:) all Humane Laws (thoſe of Mens ma- 
king, eſpecially Eccleſiaſtical) which are unprofitable, are 
(hes ipſo ) nnwarrantable:[ ſhould not fear to aſſert this in 
the face of the world, Now 

That the Liturgy or Commun-Prayer is a Conſtitution 
unprofitable (which is the Aſſumption) will need no great 
labour ro prove. 'Tis hurtful, and is that uſefull ? who 
cannot witneſs the unhappy Conſequences, Miſchiefs and 
Inconvenienciesattending it ? I ſhould ſay bar littlegif as 
ſome call Ignorance the Mother of Dewotion,ſo I ſhould call 
it,T he Nurſery of [gnorance: Nay what greater Schiſmatick 
this day in England ? what hath more divided berween 
Fairhful Paſtors & their dear People? the Service hath opt 
the Prophets mouths,pad-leck!r thoſe lips which ſhould pre- 

ſerve krowleag ; alas! thoſe are but few among the many 
thouſand Malignant Influences of this Convecation-Wild- 
fire: And yer, T here 3s no hart i# it,fay ſome; that's ſtrange! 
bur admit there were not, doth it any good? the Negative 
will prove it an Jllegitimate brood; yes, may ſome Comme 
ner ſay; and ſo may I ſay ef the Popiſh Miffa), it may ac- 
cidentally profic me;bnt neither will Collateral nor ſingle 
E 2 Benefit 
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Benefit prove the Legitimacy either of the one or 


of the other : Futthes; Is it an Earfying Conſtitution ? if 


nor, caſhier it for eApocyyphal, tis an Adalterate piece : 
T he waters of the Santtuary mult riſe higher and higher ; 


now what influence hath it in building of a man, a Church- 


member, up iz hzs moft holy Faith?were this to Edifie ? In 
a word;lt mult * Mamfeſtam utilitatem pre ſe ferre, ( ac- 
cording to Calvizs Rule, )It mult conduce to the mamfeft 
advantage of the Church of God, to. her growth and 
gradual Proficiercy ({ince the riper ſhe 1s for age, the ris 
per ſhe thould be for kxow/edge, &Cc. ) to the perfetting of 


this Myſtical Building, Ephel, 4. 11,12, elie (beleeve- 


it) it is not 7p% vmedbuty, and if unerdifying , then ur- 
warrantable, Now how little our Litargy or ( ommon=- 
Prayer 18 Contributary hereunto , let the Impartial judge, 

2. That Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions which are Vaneceſſa- 
r3,are (alſo) YVulawtall,(the ſecond Propoſition) ſeems to 


be firmly grounded on the Authentich Decretal and Re-- 


ſolve of the famous Syzed of Jernſalem, conlilting of 
Apeſtles and Elders(Men extraordinarily giftedgand 1nfal- 
{ibly guided by the Holy Ghoſt )A&.1 5.28.1t ſeemed good 
to the Holy Ghoſt aud to us, to lay upon you 10 greater = 
den.than thiſe neceſſary things ; km Imitable and Regula- 
trve Example toall Conncels and Convocations in ſucceed- 
ing ages ; for there the Holy Ghoſt Himſelf was Preſi- 
dent (as 1 may ſay) it ſeemed good firit to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and then to Vs, *Twas His Own Viſum eſt, and Cann, 
eAll Peace be on them that walk according to this Rule, 
That the Liturgy or Common-Prayer 1s an Vuneceſſary 
Conſtitution( which is the Aſſumption), none 7) emway- 
xs, none of the Neceſſary thivgs licenced by the Woly 
Ghoſt, appears tome from a threefold con{ideration, 


' namely, Of 1, Chriſt ; 2, The Sprrit ; and 3. The Goſpel, 


1. All Neceſſary Parts of Divine Worſhip are by Chriſt 
(whois the Churches Law-maker, as well as Peace-ma- 
ter, the great after of Aſſemblies ) undoubtedly) inſt- 


tuts 
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tuted and appounted ; elſe that might be juſtly imputed & 
the Sex, from which the Holy Ghoſt acquirs the Serva ut, 
Heb. 3. 5. ( which were blaſphemy once to imagine, ) 
and were not a little ſtrange, if when the Man Moſes 
did punctually preſcribe all the T abernacle- Appartenan- 
Cer, even toa Pinand Suffers, the Lord Chriſt ſhould not 
alſo be faithful over his houſe in deſcribing and preſcri- 
bing all the neceſſary Parrs of his Worſhip and Serwice ; 
as it Scripture-Oeconmicks were defecive and incompe- 
tent Charch-Rules without the Contribution of MMen-devi- 
ſed,additional-traditional Forms, &c, But now the Liturgy. 
or Common-Prayer (that Conſtitution) 158 none of Chriſts 
either in reſpect of Compſition, or (much lefle) I[mpoſiti- 
on ;Ergo, &c. Molt of the Matter though I grant ro be 
Drvine, yer rhat will not prove the Corſtitution (the thing 
in queſtion) D:vine : What need many words 2 For the 
Lords ſake let either Precept or Preſident in: either Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles, be produced for ſuch a Frame, Contexture 
and Conſtitution of worſhip,. and the queſtion 1s deci- 
ded. The Lsrds Prayer is an Inſtance and Preſident, ſay 
ſome! 'Tis eAuthent:ique Common-Prayer indeed, (and 
that which I reverence for the Authors ſake, but nor 145- 
l:ze) bur rhar it is a Forms, needs proof ; however, be it a 
Form, be it a Pattery, it makes nothing againſt me ; for 
if a Form,then Humane Forms are Vnneceſſary,(thar is my 
QOueſitun;) unleſs men will tax Chrilts Own with ſome de- 
fett or Inſufficiency , =-— Fruſtra fit per pla, &C. 
Religion abhors Super fluities as well as Nature, If 
Chrift hath accommodated me with a Divine Form of 
Prayer (one of his Ow.) I may by Authority flight all 
Humane Forms in the world : Azain, If a Pattern, then 
no Pre/det nor Proteftion to Set-Forms, &C. 

2. Where the Spirit of Prayer 1s plentifully effsſed 
and d:ffſed,there Set-Forms of Prayer are unneceſſary;be- 
cauſe whatever Benefit can be imagined to accrew from 


Forms, all that and much more doth accrew from the 
Spirit ;. 
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Spirit: Are Forms Helps to the weak?cannot they go with- 
out them?The Spirit helpeth our ifirmmities,Rom,,26,He 
being the Chriſtians Auxiliary ingas well as the eg Author 
of prayer: Are Forms Guides to the Blind?cannot they ſee 
without them > The Spirits Office is to=—guide into all 
Truth, John 13. 16, Now this ſame Spsr:t 1s plencifully 
powred out in Goſpel-times, being Chriſts Exaltation-Do- 
native, AQ. 2, 1, 2, 3,4. Epi. 4.8. By vertue where- 
of the Chriſtian hath commenced a degree above the Jewiſh 
Church:This being ſubje&ed to a Servile and [nfavt-ſtate, 
(the Legall Conſtitution,) That being promoted to a Filial 
Adult-State,(the Evangelical Conſtitution of the Church); 
Ergo, &C. 

. The Goſpel (Chriſts Canon-Law ) is ( as a Perfet 
Syſtem of Sound words and DoArine , ſo) a Sufficient 
Direttor y for Worſhip, able to make the man of God per- 
feft, ( 2 Tim. 3. x5, 16. ) without Huvzare Contri- 
butions; Ergo, &C. 

I am nor ignorant that Errovy hath its Advocates ; 


| *cis pleaded, That Set-Forms of Prayer are needfull for 


maintaining of Vniformity, &c, Good Lord ! have thoſe 
Patrons no better Pleas than what Adulterate-Rome 
may eſpouſe for defence and infinuation of her £Maſe- 
Service , and Metropelitical Antichriſtian Head ? 
Are there no Chaurch-Ligaments ? no Bonds or Badges 
of Church-Vmty, bur what would inevitably deſtroy 
Charch-Parity , if not (eftſoon) Charch-Entity ? Why, 
will men create more IVeceſſiries than the Word will 
warrant , and thus occaſion more S::s than ever God 
forbad 2? Bur enough of that. Sir, With Your 
ieave.l will now conclude that our Lit#rgy or (om- 
mox-Prajyer 18 wnneceſſary, therefore wunwarraxt- 

able ; not uſefull, not zeedfull, therefore not lawfu!l. 
3. That that which is not commanded in the Worſhip of 
God v1z, in poynt of Matter or Manner ) is (conſequen- 
tially ) forbidder , ( the third Propoſition ) may be ( in 
my 


(37 ) 


my Judgment ) undeniably concluded from theſe three 
oradual Axtomes, (which are indeed #divou tyoie, Com- 
mn, Iznate, Rational Principles, ) viz, 

I, There is a GOD ; This 1s 2cxT#-=9y, the ve- 
ry Firſt and Fundamental Article of our Faith; a Truth, 
which the Creatures may ſerve for Catholick Teachers, 
( the Unverſe for an UVaverſity ) to ſchool us in , 
Rom. 1, 20. Creation-works are a Revelation-Book, which 
reveals a God, though not a Chriſt ; a Deity, though not a 
Trinity : Natural Conſcience 1s a Boſom-Volume, wherein 
we may read the ſame; which, ſhould a man become a 
eraQable Diſciple to, he ſhould never die ( in this ſenſe) 


Atherff Or Unfidel, Davids Fool may ſay 1 hs heart , Pit t4.-k 


T here 15179 God, but tis not ſaid he ( really ) thaught o ; 
for this is a Truth, which may be read by Natures Com- 
1991 Light,yea,by that of the S192, Moon, and Stars, 

2. Theres Worſhip ane from the Creature to this God, 
This isa main 74 v#my 74 Of, one ofthe prime things 
which may by Natares Light and Creature-evidence be 
known of God ; a Principle depending upon the former. 
Thar very Light which convinceth men of a God-head, 
convinceth them alſo of this Worſhip as a Nataral Debt 
and Tripute due thereinto :; Both are Common-Crecd : 
Thus the Gert:/es are not charged With Tprerance of a God- 
head, nor with negle& of Natural warſhip ( the Thing ), 
bur with a defe&in the ſanzer of Worſhip, == When they 
i-zew Gid, they glorified him not 8s 3:57 AS God, Rom, 
I, 3T- 

2. This God us tobe wirſhipped in a way ſuitable to his 
.wn will and Nature + What more Rational then this ? 
What Heathen Socrates aſcribed to his [dol-God, ſurely 
we may, and muſt ”much more) aſcribe to Our Only True 
God, namely, that he muſt be wo: ſhipped #8As avns aps- 
#x#n 7579 in a way, manner, and merhod moſt plealing 
to himſelf;and what Manner or Method of Worſhip more 
pleafing to God, then that which. is agreeable to his Oma 

| Wil, 
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ill, or moſt ſuitable to his own Nature 2 Now then to 
apply. | 

0 there can be no true Divine Worſhip, which is not 
either ſuitable to Gods Nature ( as 1$ Goſpel-Worſhip, ic 
being ſpiritual as God himielf 1s a Spirit, Joh, 4. 24.) or 
( at leaſt ) agreeable to Gods W1ll (as the Jewiſh Worſhip, 
by Sacrifices and Oblations, the blood of Buls and Goats,&c, 
which had nothing at all ro commend 1it,but the Quod {ibet 
licet, the very #41 and Authority of the Law-giver, ( elſe 
how zrrational had it been? ) God having by way of [z- 
dulgency, accommodated the Outward Method and Man- 
ner of his Yorſhip under the Law more to the Natare of 
the Jewes, then to his Own ; whereas Evangelical Worſhip 
is not only agreeable to his Will, but ſuitable to his Na- 
twre). Since the agreeablenefſe of Worſhip to Gods Will, 
and the ſaitableneſſe of Worthip to his Nature, is to be 
meaſured by the Marzer, as well as ( if not more then ) 
by the © Matter of it, ( That being the D:ſtinfive Forme 
thereof ): And ſince the true Regular Manner of Di- 
v1ne Worſhip is only revealed and dictated in and by Scrip- 


ture-Canon ; Scripture Light direCting to the Manner,as 


Natares Light directs tothe Ovjett of Worſhip ; (elſe 
what advantage have Ye to whomare committed the Ora- 
cles of Ged, over the Pur-blind Gentiles > who are not tax- 
edfor net worſhipping of God according to the light they 
had, whereby they were directed tothe Objett of Wor- 
(hip ; bur for zot glorifying of God AS Ged, ( Rom, tr, 
21.) they failed in the Marnver ) : Since (Ifay) *is 
ſo, I muſt needs conclude, that That Manzer or Conftitu- 
tion of Worſhip, which is not Preſeribed, is ( ipſo fatto) 
Probihited,which is not Commanded, is (conſequenrially at 
leaſt ) ferbiddevy, Some (poſſibly ) will Object, What 
Reaſon, that That which is not Commanded, ſhould ( con- 
ſequently ) be forbiddev ; more then why that which is - 
not forbidden, ſhould be ( conſequently ) commanded ? 


( a.common Plea in the Caſe) : But, Diſpar eff Ratio, 


there 


PE \ 
C9. 
chere 15a great diiparity, a Negative Will prove a $43 
bur every Poſitive will not prove a Daty ; thus whatever 
is n0t agreeable to the Will of God is a Stn, bur all thar is 
agreeable tothe Will of God ts nor a Daty ; this 1s plain, Z 
a Moral Duty 1s the Osligator [nfluence of ſome Po'tivue 
Law : To proceed then, 

That ſuch a Conſtitution as Liturgy or Common-Prayer 1s 
not commazrded of 15o0d(the Aſſumption)is proved aboun- 
dantly : Where is there ever a Dems d.xit, a Thus faith 
the Lord for it inall the Book of God ? An Eccleſia diaut, 
w!:ll not go down with me, who cannor put Church-[nfa- 
Iibility into my Creed, nor ſuffer my ſoul ro become Cap- 
trvero an Implicite-Fath, Trfallibility is one of Gods 
own Crows-Rojalties; He onely 1s /zfallibletn point of 
Knowledge, who 15 Immutable 11 Being and Exiſtence, 
Where 15 there ever one Anutientickh Preſident for it ? 

r, Crofton (1 know) dorh attribute the Eſſential Form 
of Prajer to it (page 25.) which he deictibesto be, A 
calling ups: Ged 14 the name of C hriſt ; Bur if he under- 
ſtand nor, in the Name of Chriſt, the will of Chriſt, then 1 
ſay, Tis nota Right Deſcriprion of Prayer, (whoſe ( 79 
Eſſentiale) Eſſential Form depends upon the Rule, Gods 
own Preſcript, 1t bzing a oral Duty) no better then 
what may agree tothe Romiſh Letany : But if he doun- 
derſtand therein the ill of Chriſt, I once more call for 
an inſtance in ſom Authentique Precept or Preſident (the 
onely Commentarie; upon Gods Will Regulative) for ſuch 
a Coxſt:tution ; which I deſpaire ever toſee, I might have 
told you, that it is a Humane Tradition, andificrefore a 
tin againſt the 2. Commandement,being contrary to Biſhop 
* Ardrews his Modus Preſcriptus, Gods own Preſcribed * Expo, on 
Manner of worihip : Bur I ſhall notneed to go lo far ; 2. Com, 
let tt be proved, that it is a Conſtitution whereof God 1s 
the Author,the Word the Rniethe Prattice Apoſtolick the 
Pattern ; or what can it be other rhen Cultus ex humans 

cerebro confiltus? meer Will-Worſhip and Superſtition,which + Sir F.:nca 
(being + the reproach of Deity) muſt nzeds be as well 59:97, un his 
though 59% 
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(49) 
(chough not as much ) as [avlatrous Worſhip Cipleaſing to 
Him who with his own finger ,cvice wrote Himſelt YR 
R3Þ A Jealous God ; who therefore may julily (ay of ſuch 
Officions Service,—1t ho bath required this at your hard ? 
O that men would ſe. 1oufly conhder (what I tremble at 
the very choughts of , namely) the dreacitull doom and 
{enrence gone out agatnlt ſuch, as either add 16, or (44+ 
ſtratt from Gods own Volume, Deut, 12. 32, Rev, 22. 
i8$, 19. | 
Thus Sir, a Co:fc:ence fettered with donbts is that which 
I plead as a ground of Real wmevitable neceſſity in this caſe 
of my Non-Communion With the Church of Enplardin her 
L'turgy and ( 9mm0n- Prayer, So that whereas Mr, C rof- 
ton pleads for Communion with her in that ( as | well as in 
other Parts of Solemn Pablique Worlhip) as a thing nor 
onely Lawful!, but Expedient, yea, I:diſperſably neceſſary, 
I queſtion all, viz: nor onely the Teceſſity, bur the Ex- 
pediency, yea the very Lawfulneſſe of it, it being in mine 
opinion upon the accounts aforeſaid, none of the Rea! or 
True Worſhip of God, but meer Wil-Worſhip and Contri- 
vance of Men, ſo that I cannot communicate therein 
without ſin ; For To him that eſteemeth a thing unclean, to 
him it ts unclean + And he that doubteth is damned, if he 
eat, becauſe he eateth net of faith, for what ts uot of faith 1s 
fin, Rom. 14. 14. 23. And what though my Conſcience 
be Frreacors herein, yet doth it lay upon me | a Negative 
Obligation in the caie, Ligat, though not Ov/gat ; Though 
an Erroneonus Conſeiexce obliegeth me not to do what 
it commardeth, yer ir obliegeth me to refrain from what 
it forbiddeth ; this is the determination of Learned Caſu= 
i/tsin the Cale : Co ſcience being the Qacen Regent-Fa- 
Culty of the ſoul, (ods Own Repreſentative therein, muſt 
not (ar leaſt in matters of 1:d:ferency ) be controled ; 
For * Ouicquid diflat, diflat ſub ratione Voluntatis Divi« 
ze. Better it is that 1 ſhould nor at all communicate, 
than to communicate with a Relattancy of Conſcience ; 


for 


[en 


(41) 
for in ſuch a caſe, what is an ſndifferency to another, may 


be 1ziguity in me 3 Mr. Crofroz ſhould rather pity than 
cenſure ſuch a One 3 What mult all be cat off char are not 


Skilled in his Shibbuleth ? His Invective avain(t Charch- Judg. 12, 6, 


Yard- Loyterers, (Page 24.) might well have been ſpared 
in a time,whercin Y/inezard- Labourers are {o few. 

2. The Keal-I:ewinable Neceſſity of my #17: drawment 
from, or Nsz-Commrunioz 1 the Sactainent of the Lods 
Supper, under the preſenc Modes and Methods of Adini- 
niltracion In the Church of England, 1s grounded upon 
the * Impoſed Geſture, the Superſtition and Corruptions 
which attend t : (which wo can be tuch a /frarger in our 
1frael as to be ignorant of ) ? Though I could go neer to 
approve of the ge{lure of Kzeeling, being leſs Arbitrary, 
and commended or practilied only as an Oz:ward Badge of 
more than ordinary thankfullueſe, under the reception of 
an Eutraordinary Bleſſing, and not as an A& of Prery, 
Neceſſity, or Worſhip : And thovgh I thall not(at this rime 
at leait) go lo far as ſome, namelygto atlerrt that the Conſe= 
crated Bread purpoſely ſet before Smperſtitions Kneelers 
(Proteſtants),:nd the ( ſuppoſed) Tranſnb/tantiated Bread 
purpoſely placed before /do/atrous Kneelers (the Pap'ſts) 
is the ſame, {n Eſſe Ad-rabilt ; yet wwothings I ſhall ſay: 
Firft, A Papiſts [delatrons Kneehng. before the Bread 
(ſuppoſed to be Tranſubſtartiared, is (in ſome reſpeR ) 
more Excnſable, rhan a Proteſtants Superſtitions Kneely 


before the Bread (being onely ) (oſecrated; for his Creed 


doth (though nor Jzffifie, yer) in part excuſe his geſture ; 
Did I beleeve thit the Sacramer'ta! Bread, is no ſooner 
Conſecrated, than really 7 ra» ſubſtautiated io the Budy 
of Chriſt, | ſhould think, I ſhould greatly in if T did not 
forthwith exhibit 7/,+ſþ:p cherenn 1, fince {as the O tho- 
aox-Learned genzrally grant) there is Adoration and 
Worſh'p due to Chriſt even as an, viz: by vertue of rhe 
Perſonal Vnon of his Humane with his Divine Nature, 
Secondly, Tae geliure of Kneeing at the Sacra- 
bo F| 2 : ment, 


* Conſlit. and 
Can. Ecclcf. 
An Don. 1603. 
Can. 27. 
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ment, &c, mthe Church of E:glard, having Neceſſit 

i placed in it (elle why is it impoſed, and nor Ie fr Arbitra« 
oot 7 ?}yea and holmeſſe and worſhip ro0g(as its * learned Pa- 
Spalato: Dr, 77045 Inio:m us ), and fo becoming a dangercus piece of 
Ewgefſs :. Br, Szperſiitios: and Will-worſhip, IT am warranted to<with- 
MortounPay- draw, and reſule Communion with her therein, by a Syper= 
body, 8G fedeas of Mr, ( roftons own grant, viz:in caſe of Real=[- 
cvitable Neceſſity 5 With this atiurancegthat God.will have: 

1.E7Cy ard ant ſacrifice, The Sacrament 18 a Priviledge,but 
Superſtition 1s $18 5 now I may often warrantably wave a 

Priviledge, but never am 1 warranted to comic the leaſt 

Sin; and theretore for tear of Poyſs/, I deny my ſelt Food, 

Alas! Mr.Cro'tens Inſtances in Stinkine Fiſh, &c, Pudled wa- 

rr, &c, An Vacleaze Veſſel, &c.,yeeld nor the leaſt ſatis- 

f>ction to me ; what if there be poyſor in the dith, though 

never ſo well garmſhed ? My Dear Friend, The caſe 1s 

very hard; bur what ſhail I do ? If T muſt dye, let it be by 

famire, as ſoon as by poyſon, If I muſt be fourty years with= 

out a Paſſe.ver, (even as long as tne //-aclites were in 

the Wilderneſſe without theirs) The will of the Lord be 

done : I had rather be in the /1/derveſſe without it, than 

oo back to Egypt for it, while I know that I am in the way 

towards Canaan; not forgetting St, Bernards CMax- 

im, Noa privatio ſed contemptus damnat ; The want of a 

Sacrament is my Ajfiittion, but the Contempt of it onely 

(under that want) is my Si; only my prayer is that God 

would forgive then, 15 ho make the Lords offerizg to be 

abhorred, Thus Sir, I hope you are by this time latisf- 

ed in the caſe, namely, That Nox-Commuzion with the 

Church of Ezglard, in ber Liturgy and (ommon-Prayer, 

aSalſoin the Loras Srpper under the preſent method of 
Adminiſtration, in thoſe who yet joynwith her in Prayer, 

Pra'ſe, The Werd Preached (Parts of True Solemn Drvize 

worſhip) as youand I do) is no breach of duty, but a duty; 

(the one being no True Divine Worſhip, but Will- worſhip; 

the other being though a Subſtantial Payt of worſhip, 

ye! 


(43) 

yet Aenlterated and extreamly Corrupted Worthip)there- 
tore no SCHIS7, which was the thing charged, Now 
give me leave before I conclude this, to produce my War- 
rant and Protection in the caſe , from the Church of Exg- 
lands own Caxen and Coftitution; namely, the gth made 
in the year, 1603, Enticuled Authors of Schiſmas in the 
Charch of England cenſured ; the words whereof are theſe, 
viz: Whoſnever ſhall hereafter ſeparate themſelves from the 
Commuzion of Saints, 4s it 3s approved by the Apoſiles 
Rules in the Church of England, and combine themſelves 
together 1n a rew-Brotherhood,acconntt g the Chriſtians who 
are conformable to the Dottrine, Government, Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, Prophane and unmeet 
for them to joyn with in (hriſtian Profeſſion, let them be ex- 
communicated,lplo facto, &C,Now 1. I ſeparate in caſe of 
Reat-Inevitable Neceſſity only, therefore not contrary to 
the Apoſtles Rules;2, Mine 1s not Poſitive Separation,there- 
fore no Combi: ation in a New=Brotherhood; 3,1 am nor only 
a Profeſſor of the ſame Fa!th,(which is all the Canon ſeems 
to require)but'a. Partaker in the ſame Ordinances,(though 
not in all )with thoſe who are Conformable,&Cc, and there- 
fore that very Canon which cenſureth Schiſmaticks, prote= 
cterh 17e, 

Now Hozovred Sir, Though I perſivade my ſelf thar 
your requelt is ſatisfied in the caſe touching Nozu-Com- 
muson, &c, Yet cannot [ ſatisfie my ſelf unlets I vive 
a b:jef tcuch upon Mr, Croftons other Conſiderations; and 
before I come to them, afloile what is obj2&ed from rhe 
High Places amonglt the Iſraelues; { A Recofta crambe 
with him, and an ordinary Allegation wich. all thar are of 
his veriwaſton 1n the caſe in hand), 

Do men complats (faith he) as they have cauſe, That p,... .. 
ſome Roman Rites were retained, when this Church was re- ©” * = 
formed, let them conſider many pious Kings of Tudah, have 5 
their reform:ug-Governments ſtained with a—But the 
High Places were not taken away, but the People went thin 
ther to worſhip, yet I find nat that any God-fearing If, _ 

who 
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who loathed thoſe Reliques of Idolatry, ever barred them- 
ſelves becauſe thereof from Gods «Altar and Worſkip, 

Arſ, 1. The Retention of Jewiſh (eremonies 1n the 
Chriſiizas Church, is (God knows) a juſt cauſe of Com- 
þ{aint, (ince by reaſon of them, the condition of the Chri- 
/t1aa Church, 18 become more intellerable than was that 
ofthe Few!jþ Infant Church 3 the Jews being ſubjected 
t& Divie Impoſitios;, the Chriſtians ( oh, fad !|) to Fn 
mane Preſumptiens (the Arbitrary Lawes and Lofts of 
Aer.) wiinetle Sr. Auguſtine, Ad Januar, Epiſt, 119. 
c. 19. ltem Eprſt, 118, C, 2. 

2. If the Rerextron of Jewiſh-Popiſh Ceremonies inthe 
Church of Ezglazd at firlt, (when Keformarioi: was bur 
Early) was a jult cauſe of Complaint, how much more 
2r1evous mult the Reduttion of rhem after Sacred and S9- 
lemn E xpalſion be * the Firtt compared to that of the laſt 
20 years, being as the Twilight to a clear S4.ſhize : It 
Se. Auguſtine complained of the intolerable burthenſomne;s 
of Ceremonzes in his dayes,(4s 1n the places before mentt- 
oned) what cauſe have we to complain, &c. 1n our dayes? 
For if the firlt Introduthion of them into the Romar: 
Church, was a Redru(tion of Jadaiſme, how like does the 
Reduttion of them into the Engliſh Church, look to the 
Introduction of Romaniſme ? what ? and not complain! 

3. Mr, Croftozs alleadged caſe of the Iſraelites, and 
their High Places, &c.is (alaſs!) infinitely wide of Ours ; 
( and therefore I marvel that a man of ſuch Parts as he 15, 
thould once plead the thing ): For, 

1. Though the High-Places of ol were, even under 
Reforming Goveraments , both retained and| frequented , 
( which 1 deny nor ) yer what makes this againſt me, 
wo diſpute not about the Reteztron, but abour the Reſti- 
tutio of a piece of Snperſtition and wi!l-Worſhip 2 When 
did any one of thoſe P:ows Kings of Fadah, fil reforme, 
and then reſtore rhe High-Places ſpoken of 2 Can Mr, 
Croftoz inſtance when the h:0h-Places wire reſtored by the 

; Rog, 
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King, and frequented by the People, atter ſacred and {- 
lemn expulſion of them ( touſe his own words ) by Both ? 
O, bur Retrogradations 1n Religion are dangercus ! Let 
me rather ſojourn in a Wilderneſſe , then retern to Egypt ; 
Alaſs! this 18 our Caſe ; Who can be inſenſible of the 
Retrograde Motion of Erglands Sun ? Our hrgh-Places are 
reſtored after ſacred and ſolema E xpulſzon $ 8 blaſted Wes- 2 Kings 18. 4. 

huſhtan remiroduced : Ah! this 1s the Spot 1n our oor : 

"11s happened to us according ta the true Proverb, The Dog 2 Pct. 2, 22, 

7s turned to his Vomnt, aud the Sew that was waſhed, to her 

wallowing in the Are, | 

2. The /ſraclites were confined their Sacrifices and 

Oslations to Gods Altar, ( viz, ar firit inthe Tabernacle, 

Lev. 17. 3» 4+ and afterwards 1n the 7 exzple, Deur. 1 2. 

53 6, 11. from which 1t was not laivful, but upon extra- 


4 


ordinary occations, or by drvize Tuſpiration, to ſeparate; ) 
God having determined upon the Place, as well as the 
Manner, of his Worſhip in the Jewiſh Church : No won- 
der then, if the God-fearing Iſraelites did nor barr them- 
ſelves from Gods «Altar and Worſhip, notwithlanding 4 
thoſe Reltqnes of !avlatry, fince they ſhould have in fo do» } 
ing tranſereiſed a Poſitive Law, Now will Mr, Croftoz: ! 
argue from hence, againſt the Pra&tice of ( hriſtiazs, a» [ 
monyglt whom the P/ace of VVorſhip is a meer Marrer of : 
Tndifferency, Local- Liberty being a part of Geſpel Liberty, 4 
{ as hath been cleared above ) ? F 
3. Though the High-Places were originally deviſed by þ 
the [dolatroys Tſrachtes in. imitation of the Fleathen:j [ 
Groves, yetthe uſe of them was changed by the God-fear- 
ing [ſraelites, who ( even the Prieſts and Levites then:- 
{elves bing of the number, 1 Chros, 16. 39. ) peiform- 
ed Relizrous Worſhip in an {dolatrous Place : Now will 
Mr, Crofton infer from the 1ſraclites worſhipping 11 an [ds- 
latrous Place, a neceſſity of Communion in a Superſtinous 
worſhip > My Friend, I diſtinguiſh berween Preſerce 
and Communion, The Devout Iſraetites were preſent in 
an 
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an 7dolatrous Place, bur did nor therein partake of 1d9la- 
trows Worſhip : Now, What does Mr, Croftoz plead for ? 
Is it my Preſence only inthe Church atthe time of Divine 
Service (asitis called) ? or 1s it Communion in that Ser- 
21ce2 To be plain wich you ; The former 1 could give, 
and yer refule the latter, bur ſo, as That alſo ſhall be the 
truir of cogent Neceſſity, (not of Choice ) hoping in that 
caſe for Naamans DiſperJation, 2 Kings 5, 18, Ig. (it 
that ſenſe be received ) Preſence 1s a Ci1l, but Commus- 
2101 2 Religiczzs Act , that ſhould I in Obedience to a 
Panal Law, or out of Neceſſity of hearing of a ſoul-ſay- 
ing Sermon,give my Perſonal Preſence inthe publick Con- 
gregation 1n time of Conmon-Prayer, k:owing that an Ids! 
z5 nothing 12 the World, 1 Cor. 8. 4. let none conclude 
from my Preſence 1n the Place, (ommumon inthe Worſhip, 
( or rather Will-Worſhip ) : Naamarn's Servile preſence 1n 
che houſe of Rimmoz ( being granted ) wonld not prove 
his Communter inthe Worſhip of Rimmon, 2 Kings 5, El1- 
jah could look upon Baals Prophers Sacrificing, and con- 
demn them, 1 Kings 18, God-fearing {raelites did fre 
quent the Hrgh-Places, but that proves them not Commus- 
carts in the Superſtition or Idolatry of thoſe Places : 
Their Prattice then herein, are but weak Premiſes to 
Mr. Croftrons Concluſion, Once more 
4. The diſparity between the caſe of the 1ſraelires,and 
thar of ours, liesgreatly in this, v1z2.,, There the Worſhip 
was good, the Place only bad ; bur here the Place only is 
good, and the Worſhip (being meer Will- worſhip ) bad : 
So that Mr, Croftons Inference drawn from the Jewiſh 
Prattice, in that caſe, againſt Nou-Communioz, &C, 1s 
( with me ) a manifeſt oz ſequitar, 


CONSID, 2. Communion with the Church under many 
and great Corraptions, 1s not inc:n{iftent with Zeal, Care, 
and Conteſt for Reformation, 


Anſw, 1. 
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Remanſ., 1. That the Reformation of the Church is a 
Duty incumbent upon every Man and Member thereot, to 
be purſued within the Yerge of their reſpeRive Places 
and Capacities, by all Juſt and Lawful Means, is a Truth 
here ſuppoſed, and hereafter ( Page 28. 34. ) aſlerted 
by Mr. Crsfto: himſelf : Cerrarn tc 17, that every Church- 
Member ought to be in this rejpect a Charch- Reformer .- 
And according as his Capacity ſhail vary, whether in re- 
ſpe& of Power, Intereft, Office or Opportunity, &c, ac- 
cordinely doth his Obl:gation hereunto, vary allo, 

2, Mr. Crofton had done well to have (iated the que- 
ſion aright de Excleſfa Reformarada, & de Eccleſia Refor- 
mata ; The Queſtion with us, 1s not, Whether Communt- p 
on with the Church uader many and great Corruptiuns be cone : 
ſiſtent with Zeal, Care, 3nd Conteſt tor Reformation there- 
of 2 Who will deny that 2 Burt this, Whether ( ommu=« | 


__ —_—_—_— 


_ z10u with the Church of Eng/ard under many and preat 
Corruptions be conſiltent with de and conſtant endeavours 
of reforming,after ſecred and ſolemn Expul/ion of the ſame? 
Nay Sir, more particelarly yer, Tis this ( and I would | ! 
Mr. Crofton had well conſidered it, viz, ) Whether Com- j 
mmunten with the Church of Eglard (not ander, but ) 
thoſe very C'orruptions Which ( he ſays) we are by a Daty- n 
Obligation boand ( in our Capacitres ) to reform, be conſi- | 
ſent with due and conſtant endeavours of reforming the a 
fame ? More particularly yet, Whether Communion with | 
the Church of Exgland in her Liturgy and Common- Pray- 4 
er ( That { once ) Evp/oded Will-worſhip and Corrupt Cone 7 | 
fitution ) be confiltent with that Tie, whereby we are y 
ound to conſtart endeavenrs of Reformation ? The Que- q 
ftion thus ſtared, who cannot bur reſolve into the Nega- F 
tive ? Eſpecially, if he conſider, that the Litargy and 1 
EF ommnii-Prayer 18 not 2 Luxurious Branch, whicn onght { 
tobe /opt off, but an 4dulterate Plarrt, which ought to be "HIM | 
; ; _ © Math. 15, 12, ; 
rooted ont,as being none of rhoſe Plants which our Heaven. " : 
ly Father hath planted ; ſo that the Reformation herein | \ 
n 
( 
e 


odlieged tn, mult confilt nor in an Alteration , but in the 
C; cure! 
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outer Eyfcition and Abrogation of ſuch a Corſtitutior, ( but 
ſuch as 15 to be endeavoured only in our ſeveral Places and | 
Capacities,and by Lawful and Warrantable Meaus: Sthiſns 
and Sed:tion, Fattio, and Rebellion 1 am tavght of God 
to abhor,as well and as much as doth Mrc.Crofron himielf.) 
Now then,If I bebound to contribute by all lawſul endea- 
KR vors, what in me lies,& in my capacity, to the Reformati- 
d % (char is,to the Extirpation) of iuch an Adulterate Con- 
* 211047 ( VIZ, the Litrrgy or Commun« Prayer ) , how 1n- 
| content with ſuch a Tie mult my Commurication in that 
$ worthip be! VVere not this top/art what I am bound 
to rvot vp? and to brild what I am bound to deſiroy?Or if I 
ſhouid after ſacred and ſolemn Ejeftion thereot,re-embrace 
or conmtenarce Of communicate in it, Were not that to re- 
rr With the Dog to the old Vomnt ? tore-build our(once) 
demoliibed High-Places ? and 1s this to reform ? Cone 
zmrvance isto Mr, Crofton ( Page 20, ) an| Argument of 
Afﬀettion; and C 0191121441043 18 tO Me an Argument of Connt- 
Rom, 14. 22, Vance : Ah! my Good Friena, Happy 1s he that condemneth 
not himſelf, im that thing which he alloweth, How can I 
countenance or communicate in that Worſhip, whereof Iam 
bound conſtantly to endeavour the Reformation ? Yes, ſaith 
Mr, Crofton,very well, while the Matter is g00d, the out=- 
ward 41ode or Method only bad :This is his Recotta Cram- 
be, but he muſt prove the Whole Frame and (onſtitution 
vood, which as yet he hath nor done, elſe *cis but a meer 
evation. Now let me ask, Whar is it that he is bound to 
reform? Is it the eAatter of the Liturgy, &c, ? Or the 
Ontward Merae onlyror the ( oxftitution and 3 hole Frame 
of ſuch a VVorthip ? the Whole Frame and Conſtitution, 
ſurely, a piece of Adulterate worſhip, elſe why was it ever 
wholly exploded and e/ ed ? Bur This Reformation 1s to be 
endeavoured only 1n our ſeveral: Places and Capacities : 
Truth, But the Negat:ve Part obliegeth ad ſemper, thus, 
Though I cannot go oz, yet I am bound ever to go back ; 
my Pregreſs may be obſtructed, bur my Regreſs is not 
thereby warranted ; If my Sz be hindered 1n its _ 
&% 
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let it and fil, rather then gee, one, much leſs, ten degrees 
backward ; My Poſitive endeavours may be ab extrinſeco 
obviated,ſo that I can nor reform, but the Moral Obligation 
cannot be violated, ſo thar I muff not rerreat ; the Nega- 
trveis the leaſt chat | am in the caſe oblieged to : Now, 
It by Mr, Crofron; own Rule, ( Page 28, ) Error cu nou 
reſijtitur,approbaturthe non-reſfiftaace of Errour(viz.when 
'ci8 1h our power £0 give a litop ) be an Allowazce of it,and 
Conn:wanuce be an Att and e Argument of Aﬀettion, what 
mult Perſonal Communion in the Liturgy and Common- 
Prayer, ve ? ſurely an Act and Argument of, Connmvance 
in, Allowazce of,and Aﬀettion to it : And how inconfiltent 
thisis wi: hhis allzadged Zeal, Care, and Conteſt for ( ard 
d euniterrupted Erdeavonrs of ) Reformation, &c, let the 
impartial judg. Sr,1 need not to tell you that 1 am under 
no Obligation trom the Oath,commonly called the Solemmn 
League ani Covenant, ( I never rook That, more then 
the flaviih Ergagement, which you well know) ; wio then 
can imagine that 1 ſhould once plead Thar ? Bur had irc 
been my ſad Lot ro be, either through a Precipitant Zeal 
( the Predominant hamour of former Times ) entangled, 
or by the circumventing Perſwaſives of Covenant: Zealvts, 
:rveazled, into ſuch a Labyrinth,and yer free,yea, forward 
with Mr.,Cr9fro2 and other Reverend and VVorthy Preſ- 
brters, to ſwallow down Common- Prayer , and to proſelyte 
orhe:s to Communoz therein, I thould hav2s owned my 
ſelf a perpetual Debrour to King and Parliament for a Re- 
leaſe, whole Wiſdome judged it ti: to open a door of Liberty 
by diſanulling that Ozth, Bur I 20 0n. 

Reformation and Separation ( ſaith he ( whereof Volun- 
tary Nou-Communion 18 the Privative Part) though con- 
{onrnded, yet are in themſelves vaſtly different, conſiſtent, 
and d:ſtruftive each to other, 

Anf, 1, Separation from the Common- Prayer, is 2n Act 
of Ref ormation, being a Continuation of Reforming Endea- 
Yrs 18 junfture of time, wherein Scrupt'ions Wears 
1;:75, are loth to contribute ro the maintaining of Thar by 
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their Praftice, which after Solema Ejettiongis returned and 
retained by Power, *Tis Negative Reformation;an At of 
Primitive Z:al 3; whereby thoſe Perſons refuſe ro cor 
form to, what they cannot (pokitively ) reforme ; the lame 
Principle oblieginz them ro decline and diſows ir, when 
(after Expulſion ) reſtored,that ar hit oblieged them (and 
potkbly Mr. Crofton roo) to that Expaliivn; Twere (trange 
if it ſhould be otherwile, 

2. Separation finfull, and Reformation, are indeed iz- 
conſiſtent, and deſftruttive each to other : Virius ſtat 1n me- 
dis : Refurmation (which ſuppoſech C harco Entity) 18 an 
Act of Veriue,equally oppotice to thole Extreams, Super- 
ſtitira and Separation (the Scylla and Charybdir, the rwo 
Rocks, upon eicher 5f which, the eAMyſticall Ark, (the 
Church)is in danger of being {þ/1t)the one being Gel iruet- 
ive to( harch-Paritz,the other to <hurch-Uiaty (a5 baih 
been ſaid), ſo thar, Thar ery Principl-, which obltegerh 
to Reformation (be it Conſcience, or Conſcience under ſuch 
or ſuch Enforcements, &c.) doth ipſo fatto obliege to an 
Equal abhorrency and deteſtation of Both; And thus, + 
Schiſm, I abominacre, ts a thing my Soule loathes,I deſire 
tokeep the Unity of the Spirit,in the Bond of Peace (Mr, 
”rofton wrongs me it he thinks otherwiſe), for I am ſuffi 
ciently apprehenſive, how neer,Church- Rents border up- 
on Charch-Ruize, Bur now, That Separation onely 1s 
Siaful and Schiſmatical which is Cauſeleſſe, and not war- 
ranged by the (ofren mentioned) Caſe of Real-[nevitablece 

Neceſſity; which vill acquit me from ſuch an Impuratt- 
50, who communicate with the Church of Ezgl/azd in 
Prayer, Praiſe, the Word, Parts of True Divine Worſhip, 
bur decline, and modeſtly refuſe Communion with .her 
onely in thoſe two things ; viz: 1, Wer Liturgy and 
Common-Prayer ; 2, The Sacrament of the Loras Sup= 
per under the preſent Method of Adminiſtration and Ap- 
perdices ; the firſt appearin to be no part of Chriſts z- 
flitutcd worſhip ; the ſecond (though for ſubfance a Part 
of Chrilts I»/tituted Worſhip, yet) being by __—_— 
an 
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and Adalterate Mixtures of Phariſaical Leaves with the 
Sacramental Bread, &c, {o extreamly corrapted, thar [ 
cannoc communicate with her therein without ſin; 1 can- 
nat partake of the Sacrament, but that I mult partake of 
the attending Superſtition too ; I cannot celebrate the 
Death memorial ot a Crucified Lord, but that I mult by 
fin cruciſie chac Lord afreſh, and thus Commemnnrate his - 
D:ath with his Death, 1 mult add, 

3. There is a Separation Paſſive, whereby Paſtors are 
ſeparared from their People (their Charge) and a breach 
made upon their Joyut-Communion ; Hereby judge who 
are the greareſt Schiſmatichs ; Thole who are ſeparatea, 
being by a Violent Interruption at firlt dr1ver away, and by 
Prevalent Corrnptions(at leaſt inthe Things jutt now men- 
tioned ) kept away, and barred from Commrmon, &Cc. or , 
Thoſe who canuſe that Separation : This isa Pexal Evil, 
the Condigne puni!hment of our Laodicean Neutrality 
and Lukewarmneſſe in the work of Reformation ; there 
have beenin former times too roo many Jehu-like Refor- 
mers,who have made Rel gion to ftoop roa Carnal Intereſt, 
to Secular and Selfiſh Exzds and Armes ; this hath kindled 
a firein Heaves, which nothing bur Prayers and Tears, 


&c, can guerch ; for This, eA fire is kindled agairſt pry, og. or 


. Jacob, ard anger alſo is come up againſt our Brittiſh-Iſra- _. 
e: Ah! for this hath God prefazed the Priaces of the A 
Santtuary, 

I cannot (1:1 h ne, page 31.) without tremblivg conſider 
the Crrcumciſed Setts in the Church of (ointh are charged 
to have left the Head, by leaving the Body, &c, 

Azſ, 1. This 184 ſtrang? Argument to be urged againſt 
tis cenſured Non-Communicants , unleſs they be proved 
to be (ſuch as by his own confeſſion, thoſe whom the 
Apoltle there raxerh, were, viz:) Circamciſed Set;, or 
euilry of ſuch Corraptiozns as will amount to a -— Not hol- 
d'ng of the Head, the thing there charged upon thoſe C17= 
cumciſed SeiÞs, and as juſtly chargeable upon all Judaizms 
Chrijtiazs, who contend for the [»vtroduttion and Retent:- 

074. 


Col. 2. 19- 


I——_— 
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j' | j Wl. on of the Antiquated, Tewiſh Rites, and Ceremonies, in the 
_ Chriſtian Chucch : for rhis is (virtually )ro deny that the 
1 } 0 | : Joll- 443 Son of God is come in che fleſh, He being the Body and 
I-18 yy af Fo. got Subſtance prefigured and ſhaddowed thereby ; This is Real 
"= FM. Carne wenifſe, Antuchriſtianiſm;Enough to urh a Bethel into a Bethaven ! 
0 oY hc ejl Anti- Now who in England are molt Cr:mmatl beceingwho molt 
[i | S F c "WijPUF, Ter- expoſed tothe A poſtolick, Cenſare,let an Altar and Orgar, 
KT al oaonss <= and other Romiſh Reliques and Jewiſh Popiſh Ceremonies, 
Wes * Tad 6 32, Witneſle : Ah * Jerab-baals arerare in our age, Is this 
F.-Y Ref,rmation ? Yes, ſuch another as was that ot King Hen» 
"0T'” vo | ry the Eighth, when he had renounced the Popiſh {rr iſ4i- 
ma Wot Eon, bur retained the Ceremonies 5; whom Luther, (that 
& 113 TAY oreat German=Reformad?) upbraided with a— He hath 
|. 5g »IPY killed the Popes Bad), but ſaved his Soul : Yer 
4p. 2. Thar the Church 1s Gods «Ark of | Salvation, and 
[1 therefore not to be totally and amverſally forſaken, upon 
[4 pe:ill of inzvitable Ruine, is a received principle with 
(14 $61 me. The Church is both_an Ark of Safety, and 
(25 1 | | an eArkh, of Plenty; Ir faves both from drowning 
4 *IF and ſfarving * Noahs Ark, ſaved from the Deluge, 
to | all toat were in it, and none bur thoſe : The Ark 
| 7b | | under the Law contained in it three things, viz: Aarens 
1 oc Rad, the T ables of Teſtimony, the Pot of Manna, Heb. g.4. 
pF '$ This Ark repreſented the Church; Aarons Rod, D:ſcipline 
0 the T ables of 7 eſtimony, the word ; and the Pot of an 
4 MES za, the Sacrament : Where 1s either | Soul-Safety , or 
3 18, Soul-Plenty, to be had but within the Verge and Limes of 
Ps. os the Church? This is the only Ark rhat Cn /azd us ſafrart 
Yet the Heaverly Haven,the Landpf Reſt; lo that Umverſal 
4381- EY Separation mult n2eds foreſtall Salvatioz : But enough | 
4X of thar, Genera'ta nor pangunt, 
| "129 | wo, CONSID. 2, Scandal! vs an eArgument of 
- 4" 94.2% 2 noſtrength, when pleaded to ſuperſede,or condemn a Poſinne 
5 pf { tins; bn 5 
"11 L208  Remozf. 1. Whocentes :h1:?But Commun 10n with the 
=. W | Crurch of Exeland in het Comon-Prayer (it being non2 
; 4 OY 
F y 
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of Ch:ilts Inſiitnted Worſhip)is not as yet proved to be aPo/itrve du- 
ty: What (ommunion hath light with darkaeſs? 2 Cor.6.1 4. 16, But 
2. Scazdal is an Argument of ftrengeh,when pleaded inuacers of 
Indifferency\by his own confeiiion, P, 39.) now ivch 1 hope he will 
grani{whic' 1 Conor as yer do)our Liargy and Commen- Prayer 10 
e,unlic(5 be ſay as a R:verend Biſhsp(one of the greatelt in this Na- 
clon)once upon occaſion .atd rome; who when I humbly defired to 
know wherein the weak 7ere to bt indzlged, was pleaſed to refolve 
ic into Taings [-differevt;and I atiuming that a Liturgy or Commort- 
Prayer 13a thing ſadifferent, replyed, * Tis not [adifferext when 
empoſed: And then, facewell Chriſtian Liberty, for there 1s noting 
[ndiffereat (19 Alla exereitsg0; Jvhen impjed But Ryobt Revereid 
Fatiers,&c, What a wolull cate is thts ? You tell us, that in things 
Lidiffereat we are to 1dulge the weak,; and yer by reaſon of your 
Imp!ſitiens, you leave nothing [zdifferent ; far be it trom Yoz to ren- 
der that Neceſſary by Year Law, which ( you grant ) Mould be lefr 
Arbitrary by Gods Own : There 1s an [ndulgenzcy(you grant) allow- 
ed us by the Law of God(Rom,14.13,15,21. 1 Cor.8. 9,13, Jand 
yet how are we ab;idged of it by ihe Laws of Men ? Is this Charity? 
or iS it Sacriledge ? Now 3, V Vhy may not Scazdal accrue from 
Mr, Croftons Communion in, as well as from his Co-formity to the 
Common-Prayer ? May not a weak Brother hereby ſuffer in the ror - 
tures of a Scrnpalous Conſcience,being racked between tits own doubt 
and the Offe:ders Prattice ? Or, may not this adminitter to him an 
occafion of inning, either in his condemnrng of that which may be 
Lawful to Mr, (Crofton, ſeeming Unlawful to him ; or, in datzig what 
yet he condemns or doabteth of, being animated thereumo by Mr, 
Crojtons Praetice ? O:, may nor th1s tend to the hardening of m.n 
inſfin? And is not this Real Scazdal, b-ing Failum quo alius detes 
rior redd:tur?( Amandus Polanus, Syzt.Theol,l.6.c.2.)1 dare ſay na- 
ny 1\Vou- Conforming Miniſters, who have judged a ſet Form of Pray- 
2r to be Lawfrl in tt ſelf, and therefore a thing which might be »{cs 
without any treſpaſs upon either the Lay of Piety (the Word), or the 
Law of Purity (Conſcrence }, who yet would have totally declined ir 
upon the account of the Law of Charity, fearing leaſt they ſhould 
deſtroy h1m(or them)with their meat,for whom Chriſt died, Rom. 14. 
i5, Now twere ſtrange if this were an Argument (tropg enough 
a Saint 
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394inft Conformity, and yet an Argument of no ſtrength againſt Communien + 

Bur Scardalin this cafe is O//ence taken only, ner given ? This is «5s Common as 

the Prayer it ſelf, bur*cis aſſumed gratis, However 4. Admit it were (candalam 

accep uran offence taken,and groundleſs: Shall there be no Indulgency ſhewed in 

thar caſe ? Wher ſha:l we think of the Chrifians in the Primitive times ? the 

weaker had no cat ſe or ground ro be «ffended with the fironger about their Indif- 
7e en: ofe of mex 5,Chritt having purchaſed for them an ab/clute liber.y therein; 
& yer what ſtrict iaws are by Sr. Paul enaRted, againſt the ſcandalizing of fech ? 
aad js ir nor his own Perſonal Reſolve in the cafe, ro become a perpetual Neb- 
1 tolls Bell ,cather thana Deb.or ro the law of Chariy ? (1 Cor 8 13.) This 
was my Reply ro chat Reverend Prſhop, when he was pleaſed to allert,chir the 
weataie 1.07ar alltobe induſgeds where there is no cauſe or gr 1nd of efferce, 
{ 411d if titers be any real ground of offence, how can they be cailed weak” ) 

tiange D zaceſian Duftiine ? 

CONS!L.4.! am no withost the Cauticn and Cond o/the ſeber Golly, Le:yned Pro 
mmoters 3 Pay ueis of a Perfet 2 Compleat Reformation. Remon 1.*Tis (iravge 
Mcr.Crofton ſhould argue from Communion amongtt Diflin Churches,againſt rhe 
P:cient Noi.-Commurim of Particular Members of one & the ſame Church ;fince 

bat which is between the other Reformed Churches, and this of England, is a 
Communt.n,nct by way of Partcipatien or Foynt« Fellowſhip &c.lzut of Profeſſion 
Of the fame true Religron orly, which I have here owned, and affcr ed.2, There 
are indeed Liturgies uſed (thongh not impoſed) in ſome of thoſe Re orme[ 
Churches, But (though they are not Mala per ſe yet) this proves them nor Au- 
thentique more than the P'reſfs and Levites Sa-1ificing in the High Places(1 Chr. 
16.39,)proves thoſe Lawfal;why thea may they nor be looked upon as Syots 11 
thei: Fea(ts? God conniving at thoſe in Chriſtians, as He did at Polygamy amongſt 
the Jews,which yet he did not approve of, 3, Mr. Croftons Inſtance in the 
P imitrve Non-Conformiſts is wide of that of the Modern; for our Communion in 
the L1:wgy and Common- Prayer, were a Relapſe aud Rein into (Tam Joath to 
ſay)an Egyptian darkneſs,aftera Noorsday Sunſhine of the Go pel z and thar ( by 
Mr.Crojtons own grant)after Sacred and Slemn Ex ulfion thereof ; now Porn. - 
ters of Refo-mation,ars no Patterrs of a Retrogradation 5 ab! chis may humble 
England; de.l ning Sun ! lengthned Shaddowe: CJo1 4.6)! 'Tis Low Water in the 
Sanfua:z\our Eng ſÞ Arkis retarded in Rei Veyzge Heaven-ward!Wind bound 
ly Set* Forms, &c, faint Gailes of the Spiit! periwaded I am, were thoſe Wore 
thies now alive, they wauld be Ioth ro become Baals (cher) Ada ates or Ad- 
{ exents, 4.Whar does Mr, Crofton think of the thau/ands of Non Conforming Mi- 
niſters in oar days, who (in my mind) deſcive the name ©:f, Chirch, as well as 
anv Papal Conclave, 0:, Prelatical Cenvicationin rhe world: But however 5.1 muſt 
tot draw everv Example into a Rule, jud:iizing Peters I mul nor pactern bvzMr, 
Cryf:01and his Li uwey- Comm nicant- Fellow Prcſb»:ers, | refſpet and ieverence 
Pu: bz hea MOSES, be he an AARON I have no wartavatto follow him any 
further cher ht is a Follower of © þrift, 1 Cot, $1.1, 

Now Dear Sir, The good Sfirit of God bz your Convoy to guid you threngh 
the Syrtes of this World in « firaight Courie Can aan-ward, that ycu may not 
ſpli: ypon the Rock,cicher-of Churche rending Separation on the one, nor C þurc).s 
Adv'terating-Saperſtition on the other hand, till he at length land you ſafe within 
the Vail. T. P | FINIS- 


